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Israeli soldier killed in south Lebanon 

RASHAYA (AFP) — An Israeli soldier was killed and 
two others wounded Saturday in a clash with Hizbol- 
lab guerrillas in the self-declared secuirty zone in 
south Lebanon, security sources said. A spokesman 
for Hizbollah guerrillas told Agence France Presse 
that they fired rockets on posts manned by Israeli 
troops and their ally, the South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
in the eastern sector of the south Lebanon zone. In 
retaliation, Israeli artillery shelled parts of the western 
Bekaa valley in southeastern Lebanon facing the tar- 
getted Israeli and SLA posts. Hizbollah spearheads 
the guerrilla war to force Israel out of south Lebanon 
Israel set up its “security zone” in South Lebanon in 
1985 to protect its northern territories from cross-bor- 
der guerrilla attacks. 
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Bomb wounds three 
in Algiers — residents 

PARIS (R) — A bomb exploded on Saturday at a 
shopping centre in Algiers, slightly wounding thiee 
people, residents of the city said. The bomb, 3 booby- 
trapped parcel, went off at about 10.00 a.m local time 
at the shopping centre in the city’s Ben Aknoun dis- 
trict, they told Reuters by telephone. A previous 
bombing at Ben Aknoun marked the peak of a wave 
of bombings in Algiers early in January this year. No 
group claimed responsibility for Saturday's bomb and 
the authorities made no statement on the blast. The 
government has blamed Islamists for a series of 
bombings since May 1992 which have killed hun- 
dreds of civilians (See story on page 2). 
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Tarawneh delivers 
King’s message to 
Bahraini leader 

MANAMA -(Petra) — 
Sheikh Issa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifeb of Bahrain on 
Saturday received Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
who relayed to him a mes- 
sage from His Majesty 
King Hussein. Sheikh Isa 
and Dr. Tarawneh dis- 
cussed bilateral ties and 
issues of common concern 
to both Jordan and 
Bahrain. 

Egyptian Christian 
slain during police 
search for Islamists 

MINYA (AFP) — An 
Egyptian Christian was 
killed by a stray bullet dur- 
ing a police manhunt for 
Islamists as he worked 
near the site of a deadly 
attack against police earli- 
er this week, his family 
said Saturday. The family 
said they alerted police 
Wednesday night when 
Munir Zaki Girgis, 60, did 
not return from work at a 
field near Abu Qurqas in 
the Minya area, about 250 
kilometres smith of Cairo. 
Police found his body the 
next morning. The family 
said police killed Girgis 
while they were combing 
the area but the police said 
he was killed by 
“unknown” assailants. The 
police were concentrating 
on fields, where Islamists 
often hide, as they 
searched for ihe-perpetra- 
tors of Monday’s attacks 
near Abu Qurqas and 
Mallawi in Minya 
province which killed nine 
policemen and two civil- 
ians. 

Saudi authorities 
to put up fireproof 
tents in Mina 

JEDDAH (AP) — Saudi 
Arabia will set up 40,000 
fireproof tents to house 
Muslim pilgrims in the 
city of Mina, where as 
many as 500 people died 
in a fire in April. The min- 
istry of public works and 
housing will spend $800 
million to set up the tents, 
which will be made of 
fiberglass and can with- 
stand temperatures of up to 
170 degrees Celsius, the 
Saudi Gazette reported 
Saturday. About 10,000 of 
the tents will be set up 
before the annual pilgrim- 
age next April, the Eng- 
lish-language daily said. 
Ail of the tents will be 
equipped with air condi- 
tioning, it said. By official 
Saudi count, the fire and 
stampede during the pil- ! 
grimage, or Hajj, killed j 
343 people and injured 
more than 1 .500. 

Third woman gets 
senior post in 
Iranian government 

TEHRAN (AP) — Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
appointed a woman as a 
presidential adviser Satur- 
day, the third woman to 
receive a high-ranking 
post in his government, 
Tehran Radio reported. 
Zahra Sbojai, head of the 
official women's cultural 
and social council, was 
named an adviser on 
women's affairs. She was 
serving as head of 

women’s affairs at the 

interior ministry. In 

August, Mr. Khatami 

named Massoumeh 

Ebtekar, a U.S.-educated 
lecturer, as a vice presi- 
dent. Culture Minister 
Ataollah Mohajerani 
appointed Aazam Nouri as 
deputy culture minister for 
legal and parliamentary 
affairs. The three women 
are the first to serve in top 
government posts since the 


Palestinians accuse Israel of 

stalling ahead of Ross mission 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFPj — On the eve of a new 
mission by U.S. envoy Den- 
nis Ross to revive the dead- 
locked Middle East peace 
process, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
accused Israel cm Saturday of 
deliberately stalling in nego- 
tiations. 

Mr. Ross was due to arrive 
in Israel Sunday for three 
days of meetings to review 
the results of interim negotia- 
tions held over the past two 
weeks and to prepare for 
high-level talks between tire 
two sides in Washington on 
Oct 27. 

But on the eve of his visit 
the PNA lashed out at Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, saying his gov- 
ernment was “not serious” in 
pursuing negotiations and 
was s tallin g Ln talks. 

“During our experience of 
the last week, it appears the 
Israelis have no intention to 
deal seriously with the- issues 


Woman killed, forty 

injured in heavy rain 


of the negotiations,” said 
Marwan Kanafani, a 
spokesman for Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 

Mr. Kanafani told Agence 
France Presse that during the 
past two weeks, negotiations 
on interim issues “have been 
going around in circles.” 

“During Ross’ visit we 
must look at . what can be 
done, and get the true picture 
— whether [Israel’s] goal is 
just to buy time or to work 
seriously to find solutions," 
be said. 

During his last visit to the 
region in early October, Mr. 
Ross relaunched a series of 
committees set up to negoti- 
ate implementation of Israeli 
commitments left undone 
from 1994 interim self-rule 
accords. 

A surprise summit between 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and President Arafat on Oct. 
8 then led to a series of confi- 
dence-building measures, 
including the release by Israel 


Most Israelis don’t trust Netanyahu on security — poll 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A large majority of 
Israelis say they no longer trust Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to make sound security decisions, according to a 
poll broadcast Friday night on Israeli television. 

The poll, taken by the Mina Tsemer institute, showed that 63 
per cent of Israelis said they do not trust Mr. Netanyahu when 
it comes to security matters, while 33 per cent said they still 
trust him to handle such issue. 

Mr. Netanyahu was strongly criticised by the opposition and 
the press after Mossad spies bungled an attempt to assassinate 
Hamas leader Khaled Misha' al last month in Amman. 

A representative sample of 500 Jewisb-Israelis were ques- 
tioned in he poll, which had a 45 per cent margin of error 


of millions of dollars in tax 
funds which it owed the cash- 
strapped PNA. 

But the Palestinian leader- 
ship, which met Friday night 
with Mr. Arafat in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah, said 
that despite the incremental 
progress in the past week 
there had been “no change in 
the Israeli viewpoint.” 

“The Israeli government 
remains insistent on its nega- 


France says IAEA should 
close nuclear file on Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
France’s U.N. ambassador 
said on Friday he believed 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
should, close its file on Iraq, 
saying its experts had come 
up with little new informa- 
tion. 

Ambassador Alain 

Dejammet told reporters 
that remaining questions on 
nuclear materials should be 
put under the long-term 
monitoring U.N. pro- 
gramme in Baghdad and no 
longer be a factor in the 
Security Council’s discus- 
sions of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction. 

He said IAEA Director 
Hans BLix, in his presenta- 
tion to the Security Council 
on Thursday, had presented 
no evidence that Iraq was 


still concealing weapons or 
materials. “There were no 
grounds to report actual hid- 
den materials,” he said. 

Mr. Dejammet noted that 
Mr. Blix, in his written 
report, said Iraq’s clandes- 
tine nuclear programme bad 
reached a point of diminish- 
ing returns but the agency 
would continue to follow up 
new information that 
became available. 

Under Security Council 
resolutions after the 1991 
Gulf war, the IAEA is 
responsible for uncovering 
and disabling Iraq’s nuclear 
weapons potential. A New 
York-based U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
performs a similar task for 
Iraq's cbemical, biological 
and ballistic missile pro- 
grammes. 


Both must give a clean 
bill of health before strin- 
gent trade sanctions- — such 
as tiie oil export sanctions 
that were imposed on Iriiq 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990 — can be lift- 
ed. 

Mr. Dejammet said he and 
Russian Ambassador Sergei 
Lavrov believed weapons 
files should be closed one 
by one when inspectors had 
exhausted their searches. 
He said he was not referring 
to biological arms, about 
which U.N. inspectors have 
accused Iraq of concealing 
vital data. 

But he said Mr. Blix’s oral 
and written presentation 
gave few concrete pointers 
to . what the IAEA 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kurdish rivals in northern 
Iraq declare shaky ceasefire 


.ANKARA (RL— Iraq's 
feuding Kurds kept their 
guns silent on Saturday, the 
first full day of a shaky 
ceasefire that the West 
hopes will help deny Bagh- 
dad any chance of reconcil- 
iation with its rebel Kurdish 
north. 

One of the two main Kur- 
dish factions said a week of 
heavy clashes had ended on 
Friday night. “I have 
learned it has stopped." the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) Turkey represen- 
tative Shazad Saib told 




POLLS 9V 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Tunes Slcfi Reporter 

AMMAN — Incumbents 
have better chances of win- 
ning the two Muslim seats 
allocated to the newly-created 
Madaba constituency, while 
mbal rivalries dominate the 
election bid for the Christian 
seat, election watchers said. _ 
Residents in this fertile agri- 
cultural district, which was 
promoted in May from the 
rank of Amman’s Sixth Dis- 


Reuters. 

But the rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) of 
Massoud Barzani demand- 
ed its foes pull back from 
territory won or face 
renewed clashes. 

“The KDP will continue 
to uphold the ceasefire for 
72 hours to give the media- 
tors the opportunity to 
ensure the withdrawal of all 
PUK forces to their original 
positions,” the group said 
in a statement 
The United States, Britain 
and France helped the 


Kurds take control of north- 
ern Iraq after Baghdad's 
defeat in the 1991 Gulf war. 

Diplomats say the West- 
ern powers fear factional 
fighting could let President 
Saddam Hussein back into 
the mountainous region. 
They say both sides main- 
tain discreet contacts with 
Baghdad as possible insur- 
ance against the other. 

Mr. Barzani invited Iraqi 
troops north to help him 
take the regional capital 

(Continued on page 7) 


live positions, such as freez- 
ing negotiations, and contin- 
ues to talk only of security 
and terrorism and security 
measures,” it said in a state- 
ment carried by its official 
news service, Wafa 

It warned that if negotia- 
tions remained stalled it “will 
shake confidence and stabili- 
ty.” 

( Continued on page 7) 

AIC marred by 
row between : 
Hrawi, Qatari 
envoy to 
Lebanon 

BEIRUT (DPA) — The first 
day of the seventh Arab 
Investors' Conference -in 
Beirut on Saturday was 
marred by a row between 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi and Qatar's ambas- 
sador to Lebanon. 

At the opening session, Mr. 
Hrawi told the ambassador, 
Mohammad Moaimi, to 
“please sit-down because 
nobody gave you the permis- 
sion to speak.” 

Mr. Moaimi stood shortly 
after Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zu’bi ended his 
speech and protested what 
the official said. 

Mr. Zu’bi, whose country 
strongly opposes Qatar’s 
decision to invite Israel to the 
Middle East and North 
African economic confer- 
ence from Nov. 16 to 18, 
said: “It is not permissible to 
break Arab ranks.... and 
reward Israel by inviting it to 
the Doha conference.’' 

Syria and Lebanon have 
boycotted the Middle East 
and North Africa conference 
since it was announced in 
1994. 

Several Arab countries 
were angered by Qatar’s 
decision due to the lack of 
progress in the peace process. 

Mr. Hrawi said: “We do not 
understand how some want 
us to sit on the same table 
with Israel which continues 
its aggressions against most 
Arab countries.” 

The Arab Investors’ Con- 
ference, which ends Monday, 
is meant to boost investment 
between Arab nations. 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A woman 
was killed Saturday and 
more than 40 people were 
injured or evacuated from 
their homes as a result of 
the heavy rain thar swept 
the Kingdom in the past 
two days, official sources 
said. 

A 35-year-old woman 
from Jizza town, one kilo- 
metre off Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport, was 
killed after being swept 
away by water, according 
to Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) officials. 

CDD teams rescued 45 
citizens who were injured 
or trapped in their homes 
as a result of the heavy 
rains, according to Captain 
Farid Sharee’ of the CDD. 

The CDD official said 
that the families and indi- 
viduals who were evacuat- 
ed were moved away to 
safer areas and some were 
accommodated in their 
neighbours' homes. 

Five more people, whose 
water tanker was swept 
away in Jizza, were res- 
cued by CDD teams, CpL 
Sharee’ told the Jordan 
Times. 

He added that the heavy 
and abrupt rain and the 
strong winds caused 
cracks in the walls of a 
number of old homes and 
two people sustained light 
injuries. 

Strong winds tore down 
most of the candidates’ 
banners, especially in 
western Amman, where 
winds were strongest 

Traffic Department offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times 
Saturday that until 6:00 p. 
m., there were 70 road 
accidents reported in the 
Kingdom. 

“Until this time we have 
no official number of road 
accidents that occurred 
today, but we will know 
the final count after mid- 
night tonight,” the traffic 
official said. The Meteoro- 
logical Department is fore- 
casting more rain and 
thunderstorms today, with 
a drop in temperature 
resulting from the low 
pressure and the cold front 
that is affecting the eastern 
Mediterranean region- 

A department spokesper- 
son said temperatures, 
which reached a high of 23 
degrees Celsius in Amman 
Saturday, will drop to 21 
degrees Sunday during the 
day and will reach a low of 
14 at night. 

High winds carrying dust 
will affect the eastern 
regions of the Kingdom, 
making visibility poor in 
those areas, according to. 
the spokesperson. 

Low-lying areas will be 
flooded as rain will affect 
most parts of the country, 
the spokesperson warned. 



Two women take shelter under an umbrella as they 
cross a road in Amman, Saturday. A woman died after 
being swept by floods Saturday and forty people were 
injured (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Heavy rain and strong 
winds also swept South 
Shouneh in the Jordan Val- 
ley, carrying sand which 
caused poor visibility, 
according to Isam Sharee’, 
governor of Shouneh. 

The strong winds 
knocked trees over and 
disrupted telephone and 
electricity networks, but 
repair teams were fixing 
the damage, according to 
Jaafar Arabiyat, director of 
the Agricultural Depart- 
ment in Shouneh. 

The official estimated 
the losses in the banana 
plants were between 20 
and 50 per cent and Limited 
parts sustained up to 70 
per cent losses. 

Banana farmers, howev- 
er, put the losses of their 
crops and the destruction 
of the banana plastic hous- 


es at more than JD 2 00,000. 

Three committees have 
been formed to examine 
the damage to the agricuL 
tural products, he said. 

In Salt, some streets 
were clpsed for more than 
an hour, because the heavy 
rain towed dust and rocks 
blocked the main roads. 
Water swept houses and 
shops in some areas of 
Salt. 

Id February of this year, 
three people drowned in 
flash floods and dozens 
were injured after heavy 
rain swept the Kingdom. 

In Israel, at least five 
people were killed in the 
past two days, after torren- 
tial rains caused flash 
floods in areas which has 
been suffering from 
drought, international 
agencies reported. 


At least 5 die in freak storm in Israel 

TEL AVTV (R) — Flash floods after sudden rainstorms 
have killed at least five people in desert areas of southern 
Israel, rescue officials said on Saturday. Witnesses said a 
rare hailstorm in the Negev Desert city of Beersheba dam- 
aged homes and cars and piled up drifts of hailstones up to 
25 cm high. Israel Radio said the storms stranded thou- 
sands of Israelis vacationing across the Egyptian border in 
the Sinai Peninsula. “Three people were killed and three 
others wounded in the Ein Gedi area when the sides of the 
highway collapsed in the storm, their car went off the 
road, overturned and was swept away in a flooded 
streambed,” rescue officials said. Late on Friday, in 
another remote region near the Dead Sea. a woman taking 
part in a cliff-climbing trip fell into a streambed and was 
killed. One motorist was killed and one injured when their 
car went out of control and crashed near the town of Arad. 


Incumbent Muslims have better chance in Madaba; tribal rivalry governs Christian campaigns 


trier to a fully independent 
constituency, seem to agree 
that Muslim Brotherhood for- 
mer Deputy Mohammad 
Azaideh enjoys the lion’s 
share of public support 

Dr. Azaideh, who was 
expelled by the Brotherhood 

last week for defying the July 
boycott directive, “could be 
rewarded for his decision [to 
run] not only because of his 
political programme, but also 
because of his strong tribal 
base,” the campaign manager 
of another Madaba candidate 
admitted. 

A second incumbent, for- 
mer Minister of Labour 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh, is 
also considered a favourite 
due to the support of a large 
portion of his powerful tribe. 


the 30,000-strong Bani 
Hamidah. 

In by-elections held last 
month, however, the Bam 
Hamidas also nominated 
another four candidates, who 
are competing against Ml 
S hakhanbeh. They are: 
Ibrahim Breizat, Jamal 
Rawahneh, Ali Hrout, a pro- 
fessor at Mutah University, 
and engineer Ali Abu Rube- 
ha. 

Tribal disputes, meanwhile, 
prevented Madaba’s Christ- 
ian voters — around 4,000 — 
from agreeing cm one nomi- 
nee, and seven candidates are 
competing in this district 
instead. 

The biggest tribe, the 
Azeizat, is bound to divide its 
2,400 votes among three can- 


didates: Suheil Twal (doctor), 
N adim Twal (businessman) 
and Shafiq Zawaideh (former 
minister of housing in the 
1988 government of Zeid 
Rifai). 

Though young Suheil Twal 
has started an aggressive 
campaign and may win the 
backing of prominent opposi- 
tion figures in Amman, 
observers anticipate that the 
division within the Azeizat 
will wok in favour of the 

canHi Hflft* of another tribe, 

Nash’at Hamameh. 

In the mostly tribal panora- 
ma of Madaba, Mr. 
Hamameh, a Ba’arhist 
activist, is one of the few 
politicised candidates. 

Other Christian candidates 
are Ddfallah Haddad, Mousa 


Bajali and Sanad Had dariin , 
who is banking on the 700 
votes of his fellow tribesmen 
inMa'in. 

Given the high number of 
candidates, an analyst pointed 
out that the Madaba Christian 
seat will be won with a rela- 
tively low number of votes. In 
the 1993 elections, the analyst 
recalled, when most Mad ab a 
Christian families were 
almost unanim ous behind 
one candidate, outgoing 
deputy Samib Farah won 
with 1,969 votes. 

Forecasts on electoral par- 
ticipation are not so bright 
either less than 60 per cent of 
the 48,644 Madaba registered 
voters have collected their 
voter cards so far, according 
to figures released by the 


Ministry of Interior yesterday. 

Though this percentage is 
above the national average of 
50.06 per cent, it appears low 
when compared to other rural 
districts, such as Karak, 
where 125 per cent of regis- 
tered voters collected their 
voter cards. 

As for the other 17 Muslim 
contestants in Madaba, some 
voters say they will support 
those who have been in touch 
with the city throughout the 
past years, as opposed to 
those who moved to the capi- 
tal and came back only for the 
election campaign 

“We have never seen some 
of these [candidates] before, 
and all of a sudden they come 
to our bouses asking for votes 
and claiming thar they repre- 


sent us,” a woman said. 

_ The Madaba district also 
includes Al Talbiyeh Palestin- 
ian refugee camp, with 8,000 
residents. 

According to one observer, 
die Talbiyeh candidate, physi- 
cian Ishaq Ja’areh, who has 
his'practice in the camp, is 
expected to win a consider- 
able share of Palestinian 
votes. 

Other candidates include: 
Abdul Rahim Ma’aieh. 
Ahmad Froukh. AWad Ruwa- 
jih, Fouzan Ajalin, Hammoud 
Abu Qaoud, Khalaf Abu 
Hanieh, Mohammad 

Shawabkah. Mohammad 

Abu Kaf. Nayef Ma’anoun, 
Saleh Khawatreh. Sharif 
Rawajfeh, and Suleiman 
SaeedaL 


w**' - 




2 Home & Middle East News 

Iraq says it has no fear 
of further U.N. sanctions 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 19, 1997 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said Saturday it would not 
fear the imposition of fur- 
ther U-N. sanctions, but 
called on Security Council 
members China, France and 
Russia to adopt an “impar- 
tial** attitude towards Bagh- 
dad. 

“Iraq has no fears if the 
U.N. imposes new unfair 
sanctions or threatens to do 
so,** the official Al 
Jumhuriya newspaper said. 

The United States on Fri- 
day postponed a move in 
the U.N. Security Council 
formally pressing for the 


imposition of additional 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Western diplomats said 
the U.S. and British delega- 
tions decided to hold fur- 
ther informal consultations, 
signalling a willingness to 
compromise after Russia 
called for more negotia- 
tions. 

The move highlighted the 
15-member council’s 
attempt to forge a united 
front regarding Iraq, after 
fears that the U.S. delega- 
tion would insist on a tough 
line following a threat from 
the Iraqi government to 


Bomb defused in 
Algiers mosque 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Security 
forces defused a bomb that 
was set to explode in an 
Algiers mosque when it 
would be packed with people 
attending die Friday prayer, 
die daily La Tribune reported 
Saturday. 

The three-kilogramme 
device was found in die HI 
Oumma Mosque located in 
the western suburb of 
Bologhine. I 

Witnesses were quoted as 
saying that the bomb was set 
to go off at 1:40 p.nL, at the 
height of the Friday prayer 

Last week, a bomb explod- 
ed during the Friday prayer in 
a mosque on the outskirts of 
Algiers, killing five worship- 
pers and injuring several 
dozen people. 


A second bomb was discov- 
ered in an adjoining prayer 
room. 

In other development, a 
c a nd idate from the ruling 
National Democratic Rally 
(RND) who was to stand in 
next week’s local elections, 
was killed Friday along with 
his brother in a bomb blast in 
Ouled AlleL near the capital. 

The entrance to the victim's 
home had been booby- 
trapped by Islamists who had 
taken control of the region 
before the army launched an 
assault nearly three weeks 
ago. 

Newspapers said the victim 
had apparently wanted to visit 
his home one last time before 
the army destroyed it as part 
of demeaning operations. 


Vietnam, Iraq agree 
iq promote trade 


BAGHDAD. 1 R-). — Vietnam 
and Iraq are keen to expand 
bilateral trade and other 
forms of cooperation, Bagh- 
dad newspapers reported Sat- 
urday. 

The papers said senior 
Vietnamese officials assured 
visiting Iraqi deputy Prime 
Minster M ohammad Hamza 
Al Zubeidi that Hanoi was 
interested in enlarging the 
volume of trade with Bagh- 
dad under Iraq's oil-for-food 
deal with the United Nations. 

The papers said Mir. Zubei- 
di was visiting Vietnam to 
secure shipments of rice, 
black tea and other com- 
modities in return for sales of 
Iraqi oil 

Mr. Zubeidi's visit is in 
return for a trip to Baghdad 
by Vietnamese Deputy Prime 
Minister Rian Van Kbai in 
March. 

Vietnam, P alris taQ and 
Thailand have been supply- 
ing Iraq with its supplies of 
rice, estimated at about one 
million tonnes a year. 

Since 1990. when U.N. 


sanctions were imposed on 
Iraq for invading Kuwait, 
Vietnam has been exporting 
to Iraq an average of 100,000 
tonnes of rice and 4,000 
tonnes of black tea a year. 

“Iraq attaches special sig- 
nificance to the expansion of 
cooperation with Vietnam in 
all fields,” the papers quoted 
Mr. Zubeidi as telling his 
Vietnamese hosts. 

“The deputy Prime Minis- 
ter [Zubeidi] lauded Viet- 
nam's stand in support of lift- 
ing the sanctions on Iraq,” 
they added. 

Diplomats in Baghdad said 
Mr. Zubeidi wanted to secure 
large rice sales to Iraq under 
the oil-for-food accord. 

Under the deal which took 
effect last December, Iraq is 
allowed to sell $2 billion 
worth of oQ over six months 
to buy food and medicine for 
its population, which has 
been suffering widespread 
shortages as a result of the 
U.N. sanctions. 


sever cooperation. 

The council’s five perma- 
nent members are tradition- 
ally split on Iraq's policy, 
with Britain and the United 
States taking a tough line, 
while China, France and 
Russia favour a softer 
approach. 

The Iraqi newspaper 
called on “the three states 
(China. France and Russia) 
to continue their positive 
attitude and adopt a fair, 
balanced and impartial 
position during the next 
council debates.” 

Al Jumhuriya accused 


Britain and the United 
States of ignoring “progress 
made by raising minor 
questions and presenting a 
venomous and aggressive 
resolution against Iraq.” 
Iraq has been under an 
international sanctions 
regime since 1990 follow- 
ing the invasion of KuwaiL 
The oil embargo can only 
be lifted when U.N. arms 
inspectors certify that Iraq 
has cooperated with resolu- 
tions and folly dismantled 
its weapons of mass 
destruction. 


Egyptian brothers 
plead guilty to 
Cairo bus bombing 



CAIRO (AFP) — The two 
brothers accused of killiog 
nin e Ger man tourists and 
their Egyptian driver in a 
firebomb attack on a tourist 
bus in Cairo last month 
pleaded guilty on Saturday 
to premeditated murder. 

Saber Abu El Ela and his 
brother Mahmoud pleaded 
guilty at a military court 
near the capital to charges 
of “premeditated murder 
with terrorist intentions” 
over the SepL IS attack in 
front of the Egyptian Muse- 
um in central Cairo. 

They face the death sen- 
tence if convicted. 

Seven other defendants, 
who are accused of provid- 
ing the pair with weapons 
ami bomb-m akin g technol- 
ogy, pleaded not guilty. 

Egyptian authorities had 
labelled Saber, 32, as men- 
tally disturbed after the 
attack but an official med- 


ical report made public Fri- 
day said be was “responsi- 
ble for his acts and is not 
mentally deranged.” 

“My brother and I are 
martyrs (for Islam)," Saber 
said from the cage where he 
and Mahmoud, 24, were 
held in the court. 

Their mother, sister and 
youngest brother appeared 
for the first time in court. 
The family has complained 
that since the arrest of 
Saber and Mahmoud, 
police have shut the bakery 
where they live. 

At the opening of the trial 
on Tuesday, S4ber said he 
carried out the attack 
because be wanted to kill 
Jews. 

The military court, whose 
verdicts cannot be 
appealed, is due to bear 
prosecution witnesses later 
Saturday. 


TORRENTIAL RAINS'. Palestinian men pour out mud from their house in the West Bank town of Jericho 
that was ravaged with torrential rains on Saturday, wrecking 52 homes and causing millions of dollars in dam- 
age. Israel Radio said four people were killed in floods caused by rains overnight (AFP photo) 

Omani women disappointed by poll performance 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Omani 
women Saturday expressed 
disappointment with their 
performance in the Gulf 
state's consultative council 
elections after only two out- 
going members were select- 
ed. 

For the first time, women 
throughout the country 
were eligible to stand, an 
unprecedented move among 
Arab Gulf states, but there 
were only 27 female candi- 
dates out of a total of 736. 

Electoral college voters 
selected 164 candidates in 
Thursday’s poll and Sultan 
Qaboos will whittle that 
number down by half to 
compose the final 82-mem- 
ber Majlis Al Shura, or con- 
sultative counciL 

‘The fact that the public 


did not know the candidates 
weakened their chances.” 
said Tayba Al Mawli, a for- 
mer radio presenter who 
was re-elected in the 
province of Al Sib, near 
Muscat with 47S votes. 

“There were a large num- 
ber of women among the 
candidates with great ability 
but people didn't know 
them,” Ms. Mawli said. 

In June. Oman’s sultan 
issued a decree allowing 
women throughout the 
country to run for office. 
Previously only women 
from the relatively liberal 
capital had been able to 
stand. 

“Women in the regions 
other than Muscat are also 
ro blame because they are 
reluctant to play a greater 


role in society,” said Ms. 
Mawli. 

The other woman to be 
selected was former foreign 
ministry official Shakur Al 
Ghumari who won 171 
votes, coining in second in 
Muscat province. 

“Women only accounted 
for 10 per cent of the 
[15.000 member] electoral 
college and that proportion 
is too low." said Zakia Has- 
san Ihsan, a losing candi- 
date in Salalah province. 

M We did our best but the 
votes were unfairly propor- 
tioned,” Ms. Ihsan said, 
adding that Oman remained 
a “tribal society where the 
men compete ” 

Most members of the out- 
going Majlis were tribal 
leaders, leading figures in 


the provinces, businessmen 
and academics. There was 
no election campaign apart 
from candidates lobbying 
support from door to door 

Among the Gulf Arab 
states, only Kuwait has an 
elected parliament but 
women are not allowed to 
vote. Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates have all-men con- 
sultative councils made up 
of designated members. 

The powers of Oman's 
Majlis Al Shura, first set up 
in 1991, are strictly limited. 

It can discuss and advise 
on economic and social 
affairs and question minis- 
ters but it has no legislative 
power nor say on foreign 
policy, defence or security 
matters. 


Iran’s supreme leader says Iran providing own military gear 

‘ Despite his emphasis on defence needs, Iran opposes stockpiling weapons ’ 


TEHRAN (R) — ban’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei said the 
country was meeting its 
military hardware needs 
domestically, the official 
news agency IRNA repott- 
ed. 

“Today, our experts in die 
army and in the [Revolu- 
tionary Guards] manufac- 
ture our military require- 
ments domestically, though 
national interests do not 
warrant our publishing the 
list of our nationally manu- 
factured military defence 
hardware,” he said. 

The agency said Mr. 
Khamenei was addressing 
50,000 members of the 
guards and Basij paramili- 
tary volunteers at Sarallah 


military camp in Karaj. 
near Tehran, Friday. 

His remarks came on the 
last day of annual war- 
games, code-named 

“Pirouzi [Victory] 8," 
which were staged by 
Iran's regular and revolu- 
tionary guards navies. 

Iran frequently reports on 
the domestic production of 
military hardware. On 
Tuesday it said it had suc- 
cessfully tested a locally- 
built pilotless Stealth air- 
craft during the war-games. 

Another IRNA report, 
monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corp, quoted 
an Ir anian naval comman- 
der as saying Friday that 
Iran’s successful test of an 
improved missile system 


during the exercises made 
it the region’s top missile 
power. 

“The Qare’eh [Striker] 
missile system has turned 
the Islamic Republic of 
Iran into the most powerful 
missile force in the region.” 
Second Rear-Admiral 
Mohammad Razi Hadayeq 
said. 

Mr. Khamenei said that 
despite his country's 
emphasis on defence needs, 
it opposed stockpiling 
weapons. 

“We must hold defence 
issues as important but not 
by stockpiling arms, like 
some governments which 
spend billions of dollars to 
import equipment pro- 
duced by American compa- 


nies and their experts," he 
said in remarks carried by 
state-run television and 
also monitored by the 
BBC. 

During his speech at the 
Sarallah camp. Mr. 
Khamenei also called on 
U.S. forces to leave the 
Gulf, saying they caused 
insecurity in the region. 

The United States main- 
tains a steady military pres- 
ence in the Gulf as part of a 
multinational maritime 
interception force, check- 
ing shipping to and from 
Iraq and conducting opera- 
tions and exercises with 
Gulf Arab and Western 
allied navies. 

“By their presence in the 
region, the Americans have 


engendered insecurity in 
the region, and created 
threats of explosions and 
blasts and of war, and have 
thereby made the nations of 
che region suspicious of 
each other.” Mr. Khamenei 
said. 

‘The Americans, there- 
fore, must get out of the 
region and return to their 
own territorial waters.” he 
said. 

The U.S aircraft carrier 
Nimitz passed through the 
Strait of Hormuz on Sun- 
day with its battle group of 
six warships to reinforce 
the eight destroyers, 
frigates and other U.S. war- 
ships already in the Gulf. 

Iran Monday for die first 
time accused Washington 


of spying on the war-games 
and vowed it would “react 
decisively” to aggressive 
acts by the U.S. fleet 

“A nation that has mani- 
fested its unique character 
on the various scenes of the 
revolution, war. and nation- 
al construction with faith 
and with belief in humanity 
and in divine and in spiritu- 
al values will not submit to 
thuggish • threats,” Mr 
Khamenei told the gather- 
ing. 

“On the basis of dial phi- 
losophy [Iran] challenges 
the basics of the idea that 
condones the - presence of 
the U.S. [navy ]in the Per- 
sian Gulf and in the Sea of 
Oman,” he added. 
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TeL 773)1 J -19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Little Rosey 

14:30. Jonny Quest 

14:50 — The Magic School Bus 

15:00 -Energy Express 

15:30 . — American Chart Show 

1^30 Tar azan 

17:00 French Programmes 

1^00 - - News in French 

1930 News Headlines 

19:3S .Fresh Prince-of-Belair 

20:00 -Cinema. Cinema, Cinema 
20i30Tbe struggle for Democracy 

21:10 — Renegade 

22:00 — News in En glish 

22:30 One West Waikiki 

23:15 Sisters 

23:59 EndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:20. :.Fajr 

05:37 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:21.- — Dhuhr 

14:33 ‘Asr 

17:04™ Maghreb 

18=21 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annmri catfnn 



AC'-*-'- ? 


TeL 637440. 

De la SaBe Church TeL 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Gburch TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking EvangeficaJ 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. ■ 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Under the effect of the cold air 
mass and the depression affecting 
the Kingdom, it will be relatively 
cold, sides cloudy to partly cloudy, 
with rainfall in all regions accom- 
panied by thunder storms, and 



winds westerly to northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, skies 
will be cloudy to partly cloudy, 
rainy, winds northerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman .21/15 

Aqaba. 27/17 

Deserts 24/14 

Jordan Valley. 27/17 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 23, Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 93 per cent 
Aqaba 92 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr Abbas Al Hakim 885446 

Dr Arafat AlAshbah .602507 

Dr. Ayman Al Muhtaseb 875748 
Dr. Jamal Jbarah — — 847351 

Bras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmatty 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

3RBID: 


Dr. Fawn Abu Al Haifa 252970 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’cotibAlKhafib 9917720 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 637111 

Civil Defence Department 66U 11 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency....... 199 

Rescue ft&e — 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade . 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hofei Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

\Maer& Sewec^ Ctmphiiis -897467 
Amman Municipality' Complaints 

..787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. 661 101 

Jordan Television — 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority' 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 


Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medwal Centre —813813Q2 

Kbalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akdeh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -.642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .—666 1 26/37 

Al-AhiL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashk. 775111/26 

Army, Marika 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -.602240/50 

Aiual Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — —.865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09.1983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital— (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


— (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUE EN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian {RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (08)53200-5. 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 08 f 52700 ) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08 JO- — Jeddah (RJi 

0W)5. Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:05 -Bombay (RJ) 

09:10 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

0930 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:10 Lamaca. Beirut (RJ) 

16:10 -Madrid (RJ) 

16:40 New York, Amsterdam 

(RJ) ■ 

16:50 . — -Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

17:05 .Paris (RJ) 

17:50 — London (RJ) 


18:10- Athens (RJ) 

1935 -Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19-40 Vienna (RJ) 




01:10. 


Other Flights 
LHOO 


14:20 


1830 

...Tel Aviv (LYi 

19:40 — 


20:10 

Beirut (ME) 

2035 


22:20 _ 


23:00 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman i.QAIA) (RW) 

0930 Amman (Marta Airport) (RW) 
17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


18:30 Amman IQAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marta Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05*30 Laranca, Beirut (RJ) 

0630 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:40 Aqaba, Rome (RJ) 

10:45 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00 Aqaba, London (RJ) 

11:10 — Tunis. Casablanca (RT) 


11:15 Vienna (W) | 

12:40 Amsterdam, New Yadt (R-Dj 

12:20 Athens (RJ) I 

1730 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20H» - .New Delhi (RJ) 

2035 Jeddah (RJ) 

2135 Abu Dhabi. Kuala Lnn^wj 
(add) (RJ) j 

21-30 .Cam (RJ)[ 

21:40 Bangkok (Rf) 

22:40 Damascus (R 1 ) 

22:45 SansaCRfl! 

23:00 Iakaita(Bp 

Other Flights 

06:15 

06-35 LowfcjpP’ 

13:00 San®® 

1335 

1535 Mbscb*^ 

20:10 ..Tel Aviv (tf) 

21:00 CairtJ^ 

01-30 Amsterdam^ 

05:15 !staabolf®i 

07:45 3**0\ 

08:10 Londfli-W 
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Royal Wings (RW) 
06:45 Amman (Maria Ail? 

08:15 -A* 

09-30 -... Amman <QAI 

lfc45 Amman (Maria Ail 

1735 .th? 

2030 Amman (QA^ 
2130 -M 
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Public sector health professionals plan 
two-hour work stoppage tomorrow 


Cabinet endorses plan to privatise 
telecommunications company 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 3,255 
public sector doctors, den- 
tists, and pharmacists 
tomorrow will stage a two- 
hour work stoppage from 
eight until ten in the morn- 
ing in protest against the 
Ministry of Health’s delay 
in honouring an agreement 
on increasing their wages. 

The decision was taken 
by ihe three professions' 
associations following their 
meeting with the minister 
of health to discuss 
demands, which they said 
achieved nothing. 

The presidents of the 
three associations, Bassem 


Dajani (doctors), Sa'id Abu 
Maizar (dentists), and 
Abdul R ahim Issa (pharma- 
cists). said should the gov- 
ernment fail to meet then- 
demands, a four-hour work 
stoppage would be 
observed Wednesday 
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
and an open strike would 
start Saturday. 

Dr. Abu Maizar said the 
discussions with the Minis- 
ter of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi were 
open and frank but led 
nowhere, prompting the 
strikers to go ahead with 
their work stoppage plans. 

Dr. Abu Maizar said the 
three associations did not 
close the door on a dialogue 


with the ministry, noting 
that the minister has told 
the three associations that 
the prime minister has 
decided to form a commit- 
tee. headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour. to discuss the asso- 
ciations' demands. 

Public sector doctors, 
dentists, and pharmacists 
have been demanding an 
amendment to their pension 
scheme, which would pro- 
vide two-thirds of their 
overall active service 
salary, provide a 35 per cent 
allowance for their full- 
time work with the govern- 
ment. raise the professional 
allowance from 90 per cent 
to 120 per cent on the basic 


salary, and provide them 
with 60 per cent of the total 
amount collected by hospi- 
tals as* treatment fees to the 
public. 

They .also demand that the 
Ministry of Health imple- 
ment all the provisions 
agreed upon with the asso- 
ciations concerning incen- 
tives for employees, hous- 
ing, social security, scholar- 
ships and training courses, 
and assigning seats at state 
universities for sons and 
daughters of members of 
the three associations 
employed by the govern- 
ment. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Satur- 
day endorsed recommenda- 
tions by the Higher Minister- 
ial Committee on the privati- 
sation of the Jordan 
Tel eco mm unicati ons Com- 
pany (JTC). 

After the regular Cabinet 
session. Acting Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Nasser Lawzi announced 
dial die following were 
decided; 

1 - To sell 40 per cent of 

JTC shares to a strategic 
partner; to be selected in 
accordance with 

international tender regula- 
tions and criteria. 

2 - To provide the JTC with 
a licence to establish, man- 
age, and operate a mobile 
network, which will be oper- 
ational as of Nov. 1, 1998, 
after the expiration of the 
exclusive mandate of the 


company operating the pre- 
sent mobile network. No 
other networks will be 
licensed before the year 
2001. 

3 - To allow the JTC to 
continue the management 
and operation of all the sta- 
tionary public communica- 
tions services and networks 
in the various international 
communications fields, in 
accordance with its rights 
entitling it to have full 
monopoly on these networks 
until the end of 2002. 

Mr. Lawzi said the deci- 
sions were taken in line with 
the government’s policies of 
encouraging investment in 
the vital public sectors and 
promoting privatisation in a 
bid to improve the perfor- 
mance of these sectors and 
upgrade services. 

The decisions were in 
accordance with the 


Telecommunications Law of 
1995. he said. 

The Cabinet, which met at 
the Minis try of Water and 
Irrigation. listened to a brief- 
ing on tbe country's water 
strategy and an integrated 
socio-economic develop- 
ment plan in the Jordan Val- 
ley, according to the minister. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali urged the min- 
isters to work out water con- 
servation plans for their 
respective departments. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment will study the prospect 
of exempting from customs 
duties imported equipment 
used to reduce water con- 
sumption. 

The prime minister urged 
concerned authorities to take 
measures to increase food 
production in the Jordan Val- 
ley. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 


gation Munther Haddadin 
reviewed his ministry’s 
agreement with the World 
Bank to conduct joint assess- 
ments of the water situation 
and work out budgets for 
water exploration until the 
year 2020, and tbe amend- 
ment of the current water tar- 
iff. 

A conference will be held 
by financiers in Jordan by the 
end of next month to discuss 
investments in the water sec- 
tor, according to Dr. Had- 
dadin. 

The minister also outlined 
the ministry’s exploration for 
underground water resources 
and progress on current 
water projects. 

• The Cabinet approved the 
appointment of Mazen 
Armouti as Jordan's ambas- 
sador to Austria and Nabil 
Barto as ambassador to 
Oman. 


Workshop focuses on means Man 
of reducing rural poverty accused of 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

HASHIMI AL SHAMALI 
— Ways and means to eradi- 
cate poverty in rural areas are 
tbe focus of a six-day work- 
shop that opened yesterday 
at tbe Queen Zein Sharaf 
Centre under the patronage 
of HRH Princess Basma. 

Abject poverty in the King- 
dom, as well as elsewhere, 
plagues rural areas more 
severely, leading to env iron- 
menial degradation, acceler- 
ating uncontrolled urbanisa- 
tion, and imposing serious 
strains on public infrastruc- 
ture and basic services. 

Hence, experts participat- 
ing in the workshop said, the 
need to train specialised per- 
sonnel from governmental 
and non-governmental 
organisations in designing 
and implementing rural 
poverty eradication projects. 

Elimination of rural pover- 
ty through income-generat- 
ing projects, experts main- 
tamed, will enable rural com- 
munities to survive and even 
prosper, thus reducing the 
tremendous growth rate of 
urban suburbs, especially in 
the Amman area, and pre- 
serving the rural environ- 
ment. 

The facilitator in the work- 
shop, organised by tbe 
Queen Alia Fund and the 
British Council, is Joseph 
Mullen, from the Institute for 
Development Policy and 
Management at the Universi- 
ty of Manchester. U.K. 

In his presentation at the 
opening session of the work- 
shop, Dr. Mullen, who will 
contribute his operational 
project experience in Africa, 
Asia, and the Pacific, 
stressed that fighting poverty 


and protecting human rights 
go hand in hand, as the right 
to a dignified life is one of 
the basic rights of all individ- 
uals. 

Praising die Queen Alia 
Fund for “having been on the 
fore-front ro fight poverty,” 
the British expert highlighted 
the importance of a construc- 
tive exchange of experience 
and information between 
institutions involved in 
poverty-oriented projects in 
different countries. 

Deputising for Princess 
Basma, His ham Khatib. 
member of the Board of 
Directors at the Queen Alia 
Fund, emphasised the burden 
that regional political and 
economic development has 
imposed on the Kingdom. 

However, he expressed 
hope that the government’s 
multi-million dollar social 
security package, which 
awaits endorsement by the 
next Parliament, to be elect- 
ed on Nov. 4, will help not 
only contain poverty, but 
also eliminate most of its 
causes. 

Maintaining that “almost 
every village in Jordan has 
electricity. ~ piped water, 
paved and asphalted roads, a 
school, and a clinic.” Dr. 
Khatib said that “the physi- 
cal infrastructure for dealing 
with rural poverty already 
exists. What is needed now is 
to build up the rural human 
capita] by motivating people 
and provide them with 
means to enhance their capa- 
bilities in order to enable 
them to help themselves.” 

Also speaking at the open- 
ing session was the British 
Ambassador to Jordan, 
Christopher Battiscombe, 
who said that, according to 
recent studies by the Min- 


istry of Social Development, 
the percentage of Jordanian 
families living in abject 
poverty has risen from 1.5 in 
1989 to 53 in 1993. 

“It is a fact also that struc- 
tural adjustments, whilst a 
necessary feature of most 
modem economies, have tbe 
greatest negative effect in the 
short and medium term on 
those members of the com- 
munity who are least able to 
cope with the change that is 
involved.” he said, adding 
that “rural areas figure high 
in this category.” 

The workshop, which aims 
at addressing the training 
needs of several dozen dis- 
trict administrators, project 
planners, and managers, as 
well as senior staff from gov- 
ernmental and non-govern- 
mental institutions working 
on rural development pro- 
grammes. is scheduled to 
focus today on “Poverty 
Elimination - A Case Study 
from Jordan,” with a presen- 
tation by Muneef Reish, 
from the Queen Alia Fund. 

Discussions will follow on 
policy reforms and donor 
approaches to lending for 
poverty elimination. 

In the following days of the 
workshop, exercises, along 
with presentations and dis- 
cussions, will be carried out 
by participants on project 
monitoring and evaluation, 
as well as measuring poverty 
and identifying vulnerable 
groups. 

On Wednesday, tbe pro- 
gramme includes field study 
visits to marginalised com- 
munities and ongoing pover-. 
ty elimination projects. 

The workshop will close 
on Thursday. 


Seminar on human rights in 
Islam opens tomorrow in Rabat 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Academy of Islamic 
Civilisation Research (AI al 
Bayt Foundation) tomorrow 
opens a three-day seminar in 
Rabat, Morocco, on human 
rights in Islam, under the 
patronage of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the founda- 
tion’s supreme president. 

Foundation Chairman 
Nassereddin Assad, who will 
deputise for the Crown Prince 
at the opening session. Satur- 
day said the delegates, who 
are scholars representing 
Arab and Muslim countries, 
will discuss a number of stud- 


ies and research papers deal- 
ing with issues of concern to 
the various Islamic sects. 

The seminar, the fifth in the 
foundation's series on inter- 
Islamic dialogues, aims at 
enhancing close ties among 
the scholars and bringing the 
various sects closer together, 
regardless of differences in 
views about secondary issues, 
according to Dr. Assad. 

The seminar will focus on 
three main topics; religious 
and political rights and free- 
doms, cultural, economic, 
and social rights, and human 
rights and international rela- 


tions, he said. 

Dr. Assad noted that a total 
of 15 research papers will be 
reviewed, adding that at least 
30 scholars and intellectuals 
from Jordan, Syria, Oman, 
Qatar, Iraq, Lebanon, Moroc- 
co, Tunisia, Yemen, and Iran 
will take part in the seminar. 
Since 1992, the Al al Bayt 
Foundation has been organis- 
ing seminars and dialogues 
among Muslims representing 
various Islamic sects. 

The first three were held in 
Amman and the fourth was 
held in London in 1996. 


EUROPEAN 
FILM 
FESTIVAL 
* Italian film “D 
Grande Cocoroero" 
and Austrian film 
Malambo” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 4:30 
Jn. and 8:00 p.m., respectively. 


WHAT 7 S 

GOING ON 


CONCERT 

k Musical performance by Freddy For Music at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 pjn. 

MOTOR SHOW 

* “Motor Show 98" at the Amman International 
lotor Show (TeL 7 142 Hi until Ocl 20. 

lecture 

* “Development of Music to Polyphony” hy Hel- 
iui Burkard til the National Music Conservatory at 
:00 pm (TeL 687620). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Ceramics exhibition by Ra’d Dlaimi at Oriali 


Art Gallery. Uram Utheina, until Ocl 30. 

* “Oriental Gera Trees” by Latifi Hamdan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Oct 23. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Walid Nasrallah at Ham- 
mourabi Art Gallery, Gardens Street, until Ocl 28. 

* Paintings by Abdul Qader Bakheet at Institute 
Cervantes, Jahal Amman, until Oct 30. 

* Woiks by Iraqi artist Ah Al-Ebadi at Baladna An 
Gallery, Gardens Street, until Oct 23 (TeL 
55375981. 

* “The Project of the Essence: Aspects of the Ital- 
ian Paintings in the 90s,” at the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
Yarmouk University, until Ocl 22. 

* Exhibition of paintings and weaving entitled 
•‘Murmurs of Our Land” by Riham Ghassib and 
Haiti Hamida at Bani Haraida House (Tel. 
658896/7). until Ocl 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters of the 20th centu- 
iy entitled “Aura Mediteir&nia" a the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Ans, until Ocl 28 (except 
Tuesdays). 

* Quilt exhibition “Piecing It Together" by Vir- 
gini a Harris at the American Centre, Abdoun. until 
Ocl 2a 


Kingdom’s 

19th 

‘honour’ 
murder in 
custody 

By Rana Hosseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are interrogating a 29- 
year-old man who last 
week reportedly shot and 
kiUed his younger sister in 
Jabal Al Nasser for rea- 
sons of “honour,” accord- 
ing to official sources. 

Hana Mahmoud, 27, was 
shot once in the head on 
Ocl 15 by her older broth- 
er A.M., who surrendered 
to police immediately after 
the shooting incident and 
claimed it was a crime of 
honour, according to judi- 
cial sources. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday that 
the victim, who was mar- 
ried, had a relationship 
with another man. 

“Hana travelled with her 
lover to Syria for one 
week, and when she 
returned, she hid at her 
uncle’s house,” one offi- 
cial source said. 

Her family insisted on 
killing her, the source said, 
adding that they assigned 
the task to her older broth- 
er, A.M. 

On the night of the mur- 
der, the source maintained, 
“Hana's brother dragged 
her out of the house, drew 
a gun, shot her once in the 
head in front of her family 
and relatives, and then 
yelled that he bad cleansed 
his family’s ‘honour’.” 

Ms. Mahmoud’s death 
brings the total number of 
women killed this year in 
the Kingdom in the name 
of honour to 19, the same 
number of women killed 
in Jordan last year for the 
same reason. 

In other incidents in the 
Kingdom, five people died 
after falling into a deserted 
well in Irbid, according to 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports. 

According to the report, 
one of the victims, Rateb 
Maqableh, 37. was chang- 
ing the oil of his bus in the 
Kurah area, when his keys 
fell in the deserted well. 

Mr. Maqableh went 
down to retrieve his keys 
and suffocated. 

His four other friends 
went to save him, but also 
suffocated. 

A sixth person, Taha 
Mohammad, 27, who also 
went down to the well to 
rescue the five was saved 
by CDD rescue teams, the 
report said. 

The deceased were iden- 
tified in official reports as 
Firas Maqableh, 25, 
Qassem Dawoud Mithloni, 
35, and his younger broth- 
ers Misleh, 29. and Hus- 
sein, 27. 

Police said they were 
investigating the incident 


First Engineering Week to cover 
aspects of civil construction 



The audience of the First Engineering Week listens to one of speeches at the open- 
ing session. A total of 180 public and private sector engineers will discuss working 
papers on such topics as road construction and building materials (Petra photo) 

He said tbe week’s activi- training, utilisation of locally- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Public Woiks and 
Housing Nasser Lawzi Satur- 
day deputised for Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali at 
the opening of the First Engi- 
neering Week, held at tbe 
University of Jordan. 

The discussion pro- 
gramme, which is being 
attended by 180 engineers 
from the public and private 
sectors, the Jordan Aimed 
Forces, and the Civil Defence 
Department, was organised 
by the civil engineering 
branch of the Jordan Engi- 
neers Association (JEA). 

Participants in tbe three- 
day meeting are scheduled to 
review 42 working papers, 
covering road construction, 
building materials, engineer- 
ing management, construc- 
tion and the environment, 
and an overview of a number 
of engineering projects in 
Jordan. 

Civil engineer representa- 
tive Mohammad Abu Afifeh 
said the seminar, which is 
being attended by engineers 
from Arab and foreign coun- 
tries as guests, will allow the 
delegates to exchange ideas 
and views on civil engineer- 
ing. 


ties are divided into two 
parts, noting that after the 
first three days, the engineers 
will convene for another 
three days starting Tuesday to 
focus attention on engineer 


produced building materials, 
and other relevant topics. On 
the sidelines of the meetings, 
the JEA has organised an 
exhibition of engineering 
equipment and projects by 


local engineers in various 
specialisations. 

Delegates to the meetings 
include representatives from 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Libya, 
Palestine, Algeria, and Jor- 
dan. 


Court sets trial date for four charged 
with plotting to attack Israel 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court last week set 
Ocl 20 as the date to begin 
the trial of four men accused 
of plotting to launch assaults 
against Israel during the 
month of Ramadan, official 
sources said. 

Sa’oud Mohammad, 24, 
Issa Mohammad, 21, Muja- 
hed Mohammad, 29, mid 
Abdul Rahim Yousef, 25, 
were formally charged by 
State Prosecutor Mahmoud 
Obeidat with possessing ille- 
gal explosives and automatic 


weapons with illicit intent 
According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the four 
men, who met in June, had 
planned to infiltrate Israel 
through Wadi Araba in 
southern Jordan. 

Tbe four were arrested in 
July before carrying out any 
attacks, the charge sheet said. 

Authorities found two 
grenades and a machine gun 
in tbeir possession. 

Officials have linked the 
four to the outlawed group, 
Bay’at Al Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), of 
which ten members were 
convicted by the State Secu- 


rity Court last October on 
charges of attempted sabo- 
tage and slandering the King. 

The ten men received 
prison terms ranging from 
two years to life imprison- 
menL Three others were 
acquitted by tbe same court 
for lack of evidence. 

One of the convicted men, 
Mohammad Taber Moham- 
mad, known also as Abu 
Mohammad Al Maqdisi, 
sentenced to 15 years and 
whom the prosecution 
charged was the group’s 
leader, said in an interview 
with a magazine in 1996 that 
he knew the four men who 


were involved in the Novem- 
ber 1995 bombing in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, which killed 
five Americans and two Indi- 
an nationals. 

The four men told inter- 
rogators prior to their 
beheading that they were 
influenced by the philoso- 
phies of various Islamic mil- 
itant leaders, including Al 
Maqdisi. 

Bay’at Al Imam followers 
believe themselves to be the 
only true foDowers of the 
Islamic faith and do not 
attend mosque prayers or 
schools because they reject 
the entire system. 


Nature society launches membership drive 


By Nadia Mnkhfis 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Increasing the num- 
ber of members of the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) was the major goal 
behind the membership campaign 
that was launched last week, 
axordmg to Salma Atie’, head of 
the fundraising and public rela- 
tions section at the RSCN. 

Tbe aim of tbe campaign is to 
build grassroots support, since 
nature conservation and the pro- 
tection of the environment is no 
longer a topic that concerns only 
certain individuals and organisa- 
tions but rather everyone, Ms. 
Atie' said in her opening speech. 

The theme of the campaign was 
“By unity and harmony, we can 
make a difference,” which refers 
to the belief that nature conserva- 
tion is a personal concern of all cit- 
izens, including students; house- 
wives, employees, formers, busi- 
nesspeople, and others, she 


explained 

The RSCN upgraded the mem- 
bership system by introducing 
new membership categories, such 
as individual, family, student (with 
a 50 per cent discount), and corpo- 
rate membership categories, Ms. 
Atie’ explained. 

Ms. Atie’ added that the press 
and media can play an important 
rote in the awareness process, 
which is a preliminary step for 
commitmenL 

Tbe importance of voluntary 
works and the experiences of thir- 
ty years in the field were listed in 
a speech given at the opening cer- 
emony by Arris Mouasher, chair- 
man of the society. 

Mr Mouasher said the RSCN 
has different types of activities 
including: 

- Environmental education in 
750 school clubs with around 
30,000 members, all of which is 
dene in coordination with tbe 
Ministry of Education and Higher 
Bducadoa 


- Public awareness, which is 
done through lectures, leaflets, 
and Al Reem magazine. 

-A research survey, which con- 
sists of preparing a complete data- 
base of the flora and fauna in Jor- 
dan alter a complete survey in foe 
protected and non-proteoed areas. 

- Sodo-econoraic development, 
which emails developing the nat- 
ural resources in reserves and cre- 
ating job opportunities for foe 
local people in the areas. 

Mr. Mouasher stated that differ- 
ent activities are being done for- 
mally by foe government, such as 
establishing reserves, controlling 
hunting and issuing hunting 
licences, breeding and re-intro- 
duction programmes for threat- 
ened wild animals, establishing a 
regional environmental training 
centre, enveloping tourism, and 
controlling grazing in W&di Araba. 

‘Tte environmental situation in 
the Kingdom requires foe partici- 
pation of all citizens and tbe 
RSCN insists on meeting with 


local people to discuss die prob- 
lems they face and find the legiti- 
mate environmental means of rec- 
tifying them," Mir. Monaster said. 

The RSCN is a noo-govem- 
mental organisation of 
international standing devoted to 
the conservation of Jordan’s natur- 
al environmem. 

It was established in 1966 uniter 
foe patronage of His Majesty King 
Hussein and was given the 
responsibility by the Jordanian 
government for protecting the 
country’s wildlife and wild places. 

Recent studies have shown that 
over 20 species of Jordanian 
wildlife are extinct and hundreds 
more are threatened. 

The objectives of the society is 
achieved by establishing and man- 
aging nature reserves to protect 
key habitat and species. 

The RSCN is currently respon- 
sible for five major reserves cov- 
ering over 1,000 square kilome- 
tres and has plans to establish 
eight additional reserves. 
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Communists mull moves 
in row with Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (R) ■ — Russian 
Communists held a tense, 
closed-door meeting 
Saturday to decide whether 
to try to topple the govern- 
ment or reach a compro- 
mise over its economic 
reforms. 

Delegates gathered for a 
plenary meeting amid great 
secrecy, three days after 
Co mmunis t Party Leader 
Gennady Zyuganov upset 
the party’s radical wing by 
putting off a parliamentary 
vote of no confidence in the 
cabinet for a week. 

Mr. Zyuganov’s tactical 
retreat after an appeal for 
reason by President Boris 
Yeltsin, has been followed 
by signs that both sides are 
prepared to try to hammer 
out a deal. 

But the Communist 
leader, who sets great store 
by collective decision-mak- 
ing, has yet to unite his 
party behind him. 

“The Communist Party 
plenum which will take 
place today has the chance 
either to work out a range 


of conditions or oblige the 
faction to vote for the no 
confidence motion,'* the 
leftist newspaper 

Sovyetskaya Rossiya said 
Saturday. 

Journalists were not 
allowed into the meeting, 
but radical leaders of the 
leftist opposition made their 
dissatisfaction with Mr. 
Zyuganov clear. 

“From now on, after the 
open collusion with the 
authorities, the leaders of 
the Communist faction 
have no right to call them- 
selves an opposition." they 
said in a joint statement car- 
ried by ITAR-TASS news 
agency. 

TASS quoted a source at 
the meeting as saying that 
many participants had 
strongly criticised of Mr. 
Zyuganov but that most 
nevertheless opposed 
replacing him at the head of 
the party. 

Mr. Zyuganov said Friday 
a decision on the no confi- 
dence vote, now slated for 
Wednesday, would ulti- 


mately depend on how Mr. 
Yeltsin reacts to demands 
including a two-year 
nationwide freeze on rent 
increases and opposition 
airtime on television. 

First Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais 
has already been quoted by 
Interfax news agency as 
saying some of the 
Communists' conditions for 
shelving the vote are “quite 
acceptable" and “workable 
and substantive." 

Some, such as setting up 
supervisory panels for state 
broadcasters, would be 
decided on within days. But 
others, such as the rent 
freeze, would face govern- 
ment resistance, he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Prime 
Minister Viktor 

Chernomyrdin are due to 
hold conciliation talks 
Monday with the 
Co mmunis t speaker of the 
state Duma (Lower House 
of Parliament) Gennady 
Zeleznyov and the Upper 
House speaker, Yegor 
Stroyev. 


U.S. says India talks 
positive but long way to go 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
and the United States 
Saturday reported progress 
in improving bilateral ties 
after the first phase of a 
strategic dialogue, but cau- 
tioned there was still a long 
way to go. 

“We have begun a long 
and determined process to 
improve ties," U.S. 

Undersecretary of State 
Thomas Pickering told a 
news conference in the 
Indian capital at the end of 
a two-day visit. 

Mr. Pickering's visit laid 
the groundwork for a sea- 
son of visits to climax in a 
summit between U.S. 

President Bill Clinton and 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral early next 
year. 

Divided over issues of 
trade, nuclear disarmament 
and United Nations’ 
reforms, the two countries 
have agreed on a deeper 
and wider engagement to 
go beyond problem areas, 
U.S. officials said. 

Mr. Pickering is the third- 
ranking official at the U.S. 
State Department His visit 
was part of a fresh 
Washington initiative to 
broaden contacts with 
India, which was seen as on 


the other side of the politi- 
cal fence during the cold 
war. 

He said he was pleased 
after his talks with Indian 
officials. “I am happy and 
satisfied after the first 
phase of this dialogue, but I 
must tell you we have a 
long way to go.” 

Mr. Pickering held dis- 
cussions with India's 
Foreign Secretary K. 
Raghunath, the country's 
cop diplomat Friday. The 
two discussed bilateral, 
regional and global issues. 

Both sides stuck to their 
core beliefs on issues of 
nuclear disarmament but 
officials said there was 
greater understanding of 
each other’s positions. 

“We have a clearer pic- 
ture, that is the idea of this 
dialogue. Of course there 
are serious differences," 
Mr. Raghunath said. 

India, a nuclear threshold 
state, has refused to accept 
a global non-proliferation 
accord, while the U.S. has 
expressed its desire for 
New Delhi to implement 
disarmament measures. 

“We have laid the founda- 
tion for the future, there are 
no grand deals or bargains, 
that was not the purpose 


and no such eventuality 
came up,” Mr. Pickering 
said. 

Asked about India's quest 
for a permanent seat on the 
U.N. Security Council, Mr. 
Pickering said America 
would not oppose India's 
entry if India came through 
as a regional representative 
or through a rotational sys- 
tem. 

The United States was 
enthusiastic about efforts 
by India and Pakistan to 
resume dialogue to ease 
their 50-year-old enmity, 
including the territorial dis- 
pute over Kashmir. 

“We will do everything 
possible to prosper this dia- 
logue started by prime min- 
isters Gujral and Sharif.” 
Mr. Pickering said. 

Mr. Gujral and his 
Pakistani counterpart 
Nawaz Sharif have held 
two meetings this year to 
speed up peace talks. 

Mr. Pickering was sched- 
uled to travel on to Pakistan 
Saturday. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright travels 
to both India and Pakistan 
next month, followed by a 
Clinton visit early next 
year, the first in over twen- 
ty years by a U.S. president 


Hillary Clinton, nearing 50, 

'more active and popular than ever' 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
As Hillary Clinton 
approaches her 50th birth- 
day. her packed agenda and 
high approval ratings show 
that after five years in the 
White House, she is more 
active and more popular 
than ever. 

The first lady, who is with 
her husband on an official 
visit to South America, will 
soon head to Ireland and is 
preparing for a conference 
on childhood — all before a 
grand tour of Central Asia 
in November. 

Mrs. Clinton, who will 
celebrate her birthday Oct 
26, has returned to the fore- 
front after a period of 
retreat since the last presi- 
dential campaign, when she 
opted for a more traditional 
role. 

Critics' charges that she is 
aggressive, the failure of 
her proposed health care 
reforms and the Whitewater 
scandal all seem to be for- 
gotten. The public now sees 
only the smiling face of a 
happy woman on the cover 
of Time magazine. 

For the first time since 
her arrival in the White 
House, Mis. Clinton enjoys 
a high popularity rating. 

According to a U.S. News 
and World Report survey; 
59 per cent of American 
voters have a favourable 
opinion of the first lady and 
67 per cent approve of her 
work in the White House 


— an better rating than that 
of President Bill Clinton. 

And according to surveys 
conducted by the White 
House, her popularity has 
never been so high. 

Following bar distress at 
the departure of daughter 
Chelsea for college, Mrs. 
Clinton jumped into a 
whirlwind of activities. 
According to her staff, she 
will only spend two or three 
nights in the White House 
during the next few weeks. 

After her recent participa- 
tion in a historic summit in 
Panama of first ladies of the 
Americas, Mrs. Clinton 
accompanied her husband 
in Venezuela, Argentina 
and Brazil. 

When she returns to 
Washington, the first lady 
will hold a conference on 
childhood at the White 
House and will be the guest 
of honour at the annual gala 
of Afiicare, a non-govern- 
mental organisation dedi- 
cated to development pro- 
jects in Africa. 

She will then travel to 
Ireland, North Ireland and 
Great Britain at the end of 
the month before a ten-day 
tour of Central Asia which 
will include Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan. Mrs. 
Clinton also plans to travel 
to Chicago, where she was 
bora, on the day of her 
birthday. 

“Turning 50 does not 
bother me," she said recent- 


ly to a group of journalists. 
“Being told or sort of real- 
ising that I'm a half of a 
century old, that’s differ- 
ent ” 

“But it’s my daughter 
going to college more than 
any birthday feat’s marked 
a turning point,*' she added. 

Mrs. Clinton has also 
begun to consider the time 
when she and her husband 
will leave the White House, 
and probably return to 
Arkansas, in 2001. 

Bill Clinton, who will be 
54 years old, will be fee 
youngest ex-president of 
the United States, with the 
exception of Theodore 
Roosevelt, who was barely 
50 years old when he left 
office. 

BQ1 Clinton is looking 
forward to his return to 
Arkansas, according to 
Hillary. “We’ll also spend 
rime in lots of other 
places,” she said. 

Although she would not 
give concrete details about 
her plans for the future, 
friends say the first lady has 
ambitious projects, such as 
seeking a Senate post from 
Illin ois, heading a universi- 
ty or directing a foundation. 

Hillary Clinton is not the 
only one facing her second 
balf-centuiy; the “baby- 
boomer" generation, to 
which Bill Clinton belongs, 
includes 76 million 
Americans. 


They are expected to set a 
schedule for broader 
“roundtable” talks, offered 
by the government as a con- 
cession to the Communists, 
who are seeking to soften 
the impact of reforms. 

Sovyetskaya Rossiya said 
that fee Communists should 
not be too quick to trust the 
government to stick to any 
pledges it may make in fee 
course of negotiations. 

“A delayed no confidence 
vote would have to serve as 
a sword of Damocles, 
encouraging the govern- 
ment to carry out its 
promises” it said. 

But while Mr. Zyuganov, 
53, bitterly condemned fee 
government’s record in a 
speech to the Duma last 
Wednesday, he is Wary of 
Mr. Yeltsin carrying out 
threats to dismiss the 
assembly. 

The president can disband 
the chamber if it votes no 
confidence in the govern- 
ment twice in three months 
and Mr. Yeltsin could find 
ways to force a showdown. 





{BRAZZAVILLE SCENE. Looters continued Saturday to strip the Congolese capital 
Brazzaville as residents began returning to their homes in northern districts held by 
partisans of General Denis Sassou Nguesso. A military official said Mr. Sassou 
Nguessa had designated “lootable” districts following his victory in the country’s civil 
war, but his orders were being ignored and looting was taking place in other areas. 
Members of Mr. Sassou Nguesso’s Cobra militia were systematically emptying homes 
in the centre of the city and in residential areas bnt a fuel shortage and a lack of vehi 
cles was hampering their activities. Embassies were also being targeted, but militia 
men intervened to stop looting; at the Chinese embassy. In front of the French 
embassy, three weary-looking guards said several looters had been arrested Friday 
evening and Saturday. French gendarmes arrived in Brazzaville Friday to assess the 
damage at the embassy, which was abandoned by its staff due to the fierce fighting. 
The Red Cross, meanwhile, was recovering the last dead bodies off the city streets. 
Mr. Sassou Nguesso’s troops this week seized control of the capital and Pointe Noire, 
the main oil city and the country’s economic powerhouse, in a sadden end to four 
months of fighting that has left thousands dead. 


At least Queen's ‘friendship' tour 


12 dead in 
Colombian 
coal mine 
blast 


BOGOTA (R) — At least 
12 coal miners were killed 
and three others were 
missing and believed dead 
after an explosion likened 
to a bomb ripped through 
a state-run mine in north- 
east Colombia, officials 
said Saturday. 

Rescue workers said the 
blast was believed to have 
been caused by a buildup 
of methane gas inside the 
state-run El Diviso mine, 
in an area just outside the 
city of Cucuta on 
Colombia's border with 
Venezuela. 

Hector Dario Nino, a 
spokesman for the gov- 
ernment’s Civil Defence 
or Disaster Relief Agency, 
said the bodies of a dozen 
miners were pulled out of 
fee collapsed mine in the 
aftermath of the explosion 
and three- others were 
missing and presumed 
dead. 

“They're probably 
already goners, it's just a 
question of recovering 
their corpses,” Mr. Nino 
told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview. 

He conceded that one or 
two of the missing may 
have been holding on to 
“a thread of life.” But he 
stressed that this was 
highly unlikely given the 
force of the blast and the 
subsequent cave-in. 

The mine was operated 
by Ecocaibon, 

Colombia’s state-run coal 
company, which was 
expected to issue a state- 
ment on the cause of the 
tragedy later Saturday. 

A lone survivor inter- 
viewed on local television 
said fee explosion, which 
caused several shafts to 
flatten like pancakes, was 
“like a big bomb” but he 
offered no details on its 
cause or how many of his 
co-workers were con- 
firmed to have been 
buried alive. 

Colombia is the fourth- 
largest coal producer in 
the world after Australia, 
Poland and South Africa. 

Work conditions inside 
the country's mines has 
often been described as 
precarious, with inade- 
quate ventilation and 
labourers, often underage, 
contracted from the ranks 
of the poorest Colombians 
— regardless of their lack 
of any prior experience. 

Miners have no labour 
union or confederation in 
Colombia to press for bet- 
ter labour conditions or 
the enforcement of safety 
guidelines feat might 
make their work less dan- 
gerous. 


to India highlights divisions 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth 
Saturday ended a six-day 
tour aimed at cementing 
relations wife India but 
widely written off here as a 
divisive fiasco. 

The queen, whose trip 
coincided with India’s 50fe 
anniversary of indepen- 
dence, left with Prince Philip 
from Madras, the capital of 
the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu. 

The visit, blighted by 
reported political rows and 
diplomatic arguments, fol- 
lowed a successful visit to 
neighbouring Pakistan, also 
celebrating half-a-century of 
freedom following fee end 
of fee British Raj. 

It was the first British 
royal tour since fee death of 
Diana. Prince of Wales, in a 
car crash at the end of 
August in Paris. 

The Times of India, 
putting most of fee blame on 
British officials, said the 
Indian leg would be remem- 
bered as a “controversial 
■ misadventure’’ rather than 
the “goodwill mission it was 
billed to be. The trip was 
jinxed from fee word go." 

The Asian Age added: 
“Nothing has gone right and, 
in fact, matters came to a 
point where fee historical 
relationship between India 
and the United Kingdom 
came under serious threat 

“She will leave fee country 
leaving a bitter taste behind. 
“Instead of cementing ties, it 
has exposed the fragility of 
the relationship of which 
both countries seem to be so 
proud. The strain is show- 


The problems dogging the 
trip, the queen's third fol- 
lowing the visits of 1961 and 
1983, began when Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook, 
accompanying the royal 
couple, reportedly offered 
British help in solving the 
50-vear dispute with 
Pakistan over the divided 
Kashmir. 

Official denials flew thick 
and fast for the next six days 
amid media reports that 
India had accused Britain of 
“interference” and of being a 
“third-rate power” itself 
responsible for the Kashmir 
problem. • 

Prince Philip was then 
accused by the media of 
querying fee number killed 
in a 1919 civilian massacre 
by British troops, while the 
Indian authorities reported ly 
cancelled a thank-you 
speech by the queen in 
Madras at fee last moment, 
citing protocoL 

One newspaper later said 
the queen had also com- 
plained that New Delhi was 
a dirty city. 

Friday Buckingham 
Palace, in what was inter- 
preted as a last-ditch dam- 
age-limitation exercise, 
denied reports that fee queen 
was unhappy with the visit 
or wife fee warmth of her 
reception. Certainly there 
were few problems on the 
streets. 

The Indian government 
feared demonstrations could 
mar fee royal visit to 
Jallianwala Bagh in 
Amritsar, where, according 
to official figures, 379 peo- 


ple were shot dead and 
around 1.200 wounded by 
British troops ai a peaceful 
protest meeting. 

But British officials were 
delighted with the reception 
granted to the royal couple 
as they laid a wreath at fee 
memorial site. 

A group representing rela- 
tives of the victims, who ear- 
lier demanded a public apol- 
ogy. said they were satisfied 
with the gesture of reconcili- 
ation. 

Three small demonstra- 
tions by fringe groups took 
place, followed by smaller 
ones in other parts of the 
country. 

Mushkul Hasan, a histori- 
an quoted in the Indian 
Express, reflecting on fee 
nip, said feat while Britain 
had followed a damaging 
“divide and rule” policy in 
India “‘we should endeavour 
to strengthen rather than 
weaken our ties wife fee 
United Kingdom.” 

Kashmir, he said, “should 
not stand in fee way of an 
enduring trade and business 
relationship. 

“Are we prepared to be 
isolated in fee international 
arena just because some- 
body has a different point of 
view on Kashmir?” 

The British media, howev- 
er, has also given fee tour fee 
thumbs-down. 

Newspaper cartoons 
showed Indians hurriedly 
rolling up a red carpet 
behind the queen as she left 
Another showed her riding 
on the back of an elephant 
which was snorting water in 
her face wife its trunk. 


U.S. journalist interviews 
Khmer Rouge's Pol Pot — 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
The American journalist 
who in July became fee 
first outsider for 18 years 
to see and photograph 
notorious Khmer Rouge 
former leader Pol Pot has 
returned to the rebels’ jun- 
gle base to interview him, 
journalistic sources said 
Saturday. 

Nate Thayer of the Hong 
Kong-based Far Eastern 
Economic Review maga- 
zine, reached in Bangkok, 
declined to comment on 
his trip to the northern 
Cambodian town of 
Anlong Veng, citing oblig- 
ations to fee Review. 

But sources said he inter- 
viewed Mr. Pol Pot, to 
whom he was unable to 
speak in July. 

Clandestine Khmer 
Rouge Radio said Saturday 
that Thayer spent several 
hours Friday speaking wife 
Khieu Samphan, fee 
rebels’ nominal chief, at 
his base in Anlong Veng. It 
jdid not mention an inter- 
view wife Pol Pol 

The Khmer Rouge, now 


allied wife supporters of 
deposed co-premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh 
against the Phnom Pe nh 
government, have for fee 
past month been hinting 
feat an interview wife Pol 
Pot was possible. 

At least two other 
Americans — Cambodia 
scholar Stephen Heder and 
journalist Elizabeth 
Becker of fee New York 
Times, who interviewed 
Pol Pot in 1978 — had also 
travelled to the Thai- 
Cambodian border seeking 
an interview last week. 

“I was refused,” Ms. 
Becker told AFP by tele- 
phone from Thailand's 
Surin province before 
returning to Bangkok. It 
was not clear if any condi- 
tions had been attached to 
Thayer’s interview, which 
is believed to have been 
videotaped. 

In July, the Khmer 
Rouge invited Thayer to 
Anlong Veng to witness 
Pol Pot's show trial. 
Members of the movement 
denounced the ageing for- 


mer leader for treason, 
sentenced him to “life in 
prison” and proclaimed 
feat his regime was fin- 
ished. 

The Khmer Rouge, under 
fee direction of “Brother 
Number One” Pol Pot 
were responsible for fee 
deaths of as many as two 
million Cambodians dur- 
ing their period in power 
from 1975 to 1979. 

The Cambodian govern- 
ment has proposed fee cre- 
ation of an international 
tribunal to try Pol Pot and 
other Khmer Rouge lead- 
ers for genocide. But dur- 
ing Pol Pot’s “trial” the 
guerrillas made it clear 
they would not turn over 
their former leader. 

Saturday's clandestine 
broadcast reported a sum- 
mary of Thayer’s meeting 
with Khieu Samphan. 
“Khieu Samphan said that 
fee energetic fight of fee 
resistance forces and the 
Khmer people against fee 
enemy during the past four 
months bad made progress 
on all fronts,” the radio 


Interpol 
backs 
Indian call 
for global 
extradition 
treaty 


NEW DELHI (AFP) - 
Interpol is to appeal to 
the United Nations to 
adopt a global extradi- 
tion treaty to fight intra- 
national terrorism and 
drug trafficking, . & 
spokesman sail 

Saturday. -.*5 

The 66th Genexal 
Assembly of fee 
International Police 
Organisation, attended 
by 600 officials from 135 
countries, backed the 
resolution late Friday. 

The conference said 
international legal status 
should be given to 
Interpol's “red corner 
notices”, the equivalent 
of a global arrest war- 
rant. Many countries cur- 
rently rely on bilateral 
extradition treaties. 

An Interpol spokesman 
said: “Friday's negotia- 
tions focused on an 
Interpol report which 
asks all members of fee 
organisation to urge their 
respective governments 
to accord legal status to 
the notices." 

He said the resolution 
was drawn up after pro- 
posals put forward by 12 
countries, including fee 
host India. 

The conference, the 
biggest Interpol event to 
date, was inaugurated on 
Wednesday when Indian 
Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral said a 
global extradition pact 
should be made a priori- 
ty. 

He said it would end 
“agonising negotiations 
for extradition of most 
sought-after criminals. 
“An international con- 
vention has to he built 
and a universal extradi- 
tion treaty has to become 
a part of the U.N. system 
to fight international 
crime.” 

India has served hun- 
dreds of red comer 
notices with several 
countries including the 
United Arab Emirates 
and Pakistan. 

The Interpol confer- 
ence, due to end on 
Tuesday, agreed that 
bilateral extradition 
treaties had not yielded 
satisfactory results. 

Interpol has been criti- 
cised for failing to exe- 
cute almost 50 per cent 
of its red corner notices 
issued against interna- 
tional fugitives each 
year. 


sources 


said. 

Much of fee rest of tw 
interview contained tw 
customary Khmer Rouge 
propaganda against 
Phnom Penh govenUDfljj 
and powerful Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sea 
whom the guerrillas cub® 
is a puppet of their sK* 
enemy, the Vietnainesc.- 

Hun Sen “has WJ 
been a true, fascist 
before and after 
tary coup of July 
which he did to 
and wipe out (all 
completely,” th« . .?§&■ 
said, referring to 
ing of Prince Ran®?® 10 
July. 

The radio said^^g 
Samphan bad. 

Thayer evidence~N^ 
feat fee 
Vietnamese and 
pet Hun Sen* 
ted great 

against fee .sp jjgpT 

Khieu 

called for n^^JSjpje 
scheduled 

“free” and “den^^g 
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Australia sends oil spill 
experts to Singapore 




A U5. C-130 Hercules drops about 12,000 litres of water during a demonstration in J akar ta. Three of the C-130 
Hercule s, together with about 60 U.S. Airborne Fine Fighters, will be used to help fight Indonesia’s forest fires. 
Their first mission is to Tanjung Puting, central Kalimantan on the island of Borneo (Renter photo) 


SYDNEY (R) — A team of 

environmental and mar- 
itime experts left Australia 
for Singapore Saturday to 
advise authorities there on 
how to clean up the worst 
oil spill in the island state's 
history, rescue officials 
said. 

Australian Maritime Safe- 
ty Authority spokesman 
David Gray said the six- 
member team, including 
two environmental protec- 
tion experts, would support 
Singapore in an advisory 
role. 

The Australian assistance 
comes after four Japanese 
boats joined a round-the- 
clock operation to clean up 
Wednesday's spill, which 
poured 25,000 tonnes of 
heavy marine fuel oil into 
the Singapore Strait. 


“They will be advising 
Singapore port authorities 
on oil collection equipment 
like skimmers,'’ Mr. Gray 
told Reuters. 

“There are various types 
of models. They just sit on 
top of the water and collect 
the oil and then pump it into 
floating holding tanks. 

‘T understand they have 
been using spray disper- 
sants and had good results 
but they obviously have got 
a lot of oil to collect,” Mr. 
Gray said, adding Australia 
would not yet be sending 
any equipment 

Environmentalists say 
skimmers such as those sent 
by Japan are the best way to 
tackle oil spills that have the 
potential to cause serious 
damage to marine life. 

Singapore sent 38 boats 


into action following the 
Wednesday night collision 
between the Cyprus-regis- 
tered tanker Evoikos and 
the empty Thai supertanker 
Orapin Global. The United 
States, Japan and Australia 
have since been asked for 
assistance. 

The arrival of the Japan- 
ese boats doubles the num- 
ber of skimmers to eight 
The others spray detergent- 
like chemicals onto the 
slicks to break the oil down 
into small droplets that 
marine micro-organisms 
can devour. 

Singapore is using heli- 
copters to track the slicks 
across the Singapore Strait 
one of the world’s busiest 
shipping routes connecting 
the Strait of Malacca to the 
South C hina Sea. Shipping 


has not been affected so far. 

The collision left the 
Evoikos, carrying 120,000 
tonnes of fuel oil to Singa- 
pore, with a crumpled port 
side and a huge gash that 
divers said extended five 
metres below the waterline. 

Singapore officials are 
investigating how the two 
ships collided despite good 
visibility and being warned 
they were on a collision 
course about 13 kilometres 
south of Singapore’s main 
island. 

Insurance industry 

sources say the oil spill 
J could cost up to $100 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Gray said he under- 
stood the costs of the Aus- 
‘tralian team would be met 
by the insurers of the two 
tankers. 


Relief trickles into drought-hit Italkn Pakistan urges India to pave 


eastern Indonesian province 


JAKARTA (AFP) — More 
food and medicine will be 
flown later Saturday to 
Indonesia’s eastern 

province of Irian Jaya 
where at least 462 people 
have died in a drought- 
related famine, officials 
said. 

A Hercules transport 
plane carrying food, medi- 
cine and aviation fuel will 
fly to Wamena. capital of 
the drought-hit district of 
Jayawijaya. an official at 
the disaster control centre 
in the provincial capital of 
Jayapura said. 

The Irian Jaya military 
command was also sending 
doctors and paramedics to 


Wamena, he added. The last 
batch of food and medicine 
was flown to Wamena 
Monday. 

The drought which start- 
ed in March is threatening 
at least 90,000 tribes people 
in the district A total of 462 
people have died there and 
in the neighbouring dis- 
tricts of Puncakjaya and 
Merauke since August. 

The head of the Jayawi- 
jaya district J.B. Wenas 
was quoted by Antara news 
agency as saying distribu- 
tion of food and medical 
relief had been hampered 
by thick smoke from forest 
Fires which still covered 
much of the mountainous 


district 

Most areas in Jayawijaya 
could only be reached by 
small aircraft such as Cess- 
na airplanes and heli- 
copters. be said. 

The fires have already 
consumed 6,217 hectares 
(15,355 acres) of forest in 
the Lorentz national park in 
Jayawijaya. 

Wenas told AFP on 
Thursday that this year’s 
prolonged drought and hail- 
storms had badly damaged 
the staple crop of yam and 
threatened at least 90,000 
of the district's 500,000 
people with serious food 
shortages. 

Malnutrition greatly 


weakened resistance to var- 
ious diseases. 

The Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship, the Christian 
mission's airline that is the 
backbone of Irian Jaya's 
transportation system, has 
put four of its fleet of 14 
Cessna planes at the dispos- 
al of relief workers. Giant 
mining concern Freeport 
Indonesia has lent one of its 
helicopters. 

Wenas has expressed 
fears that unless more 
intensive relief efforts are 
made, the number of vic- 
tims will rise in coming 
months. He said yam crops, 
if planted now, would only 
mature in eight months. 


Germany Japan seeking removal of fines 


urges 
Japan 
to bow to 
whale-hunt 
ban 


BONN (AFP) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinke l said he would be urg- 
ing Japan to respect the 1986 
moratorium on whale-hunt- 
ing during his next visit to 
Tokyo. 

In an article for Sunday’s 
edition of the Biid newspaper, 
Mr. Kinkel wrote that he 
would “urge Japan to aban- 
don its resistance to a ban on 
whale-hunting and to con- 
form to rules set by the 
International Whaling Com- 
mission." 

The commission will meet 
in Monaco Monday when, for 
the first time since the passing 
of the 1986 moratorium on 
whale-hunting, it will discuss 
the possibility - of reaching a 
compromise. 

Ireland, which Monday 
takes over the chairmanship 
of the IWC for three years, 
will suggest the limited 
resumption of commercial 
whaling in coastal waters by 
countries such as Japan and 
Norway in return for their 
.strict ’observance of an 
international ban elsewhere. 

Norway never signed up to 
the moratorium on whaling so 
it continues to hunt freely 
while Japan hunts in the name 
of science. 

Mr. Kinkel stated that he 
understood that whale-hunt- 
ing was part of Japanese and 
Norwegian cultures, but he 
underlined that “each year 
they are killing more and 
more small whales " He par- 
ticularly called for an end to 
killing by electric harpoon. 

A total of 1.043 whales 
have been slaughtered so far 
this year compared with 383 
in 1992. All this whaling is 
legal under current arrange- 
ments. 

The 33-member nation 
IWC has no powers to 
impose any whaling ban. 
There has to be a consensus. 


in port dispute with U.S. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan- 
ese shipowners, welcoming 
an overnight breakthrough 
in a dispute with the United 
States over harbour ser- 
vices, called Saturday for 
the removal of retaliatory 
duties on their U.S. port 
calls. 

The two governments 
agreed during marathon 
talks in Washington Friday 
to avert a ban on the use of 
U.S. ports by three Japan- 
ese shipping firms which 
had failed to pay the fines. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto hailed 
the agreement. “It is natural 
and favourable that we can 
avert sanctions under our 
bilateral trade treaty of 
amity," the prime minister 
told reporters. 

The fines were imposed 
in September on the 
grounds that Japan had 
refused to ease costly 
restrictions on foreign ships 
operating in Japanese ports. 

“As the Japanese govern- 
ment has listed this prob- 
lem (fines) on the agenda, 
we have high expectations 
on the outcome of the ongo- 
ing talks" Kentaro Kawa- 
mura, head of the Japanese 
Shipowners Association, 
told a news conference. 

Noboru Sakata, the asso- 
ciation's chief negotiator on 
port and harbour affairs, 
said the fines were “unrea- 
sonable in the first place.” 

“We want to consult with 
the government before 
deciding whether or not we 
can pay them without^ any 
doubt on our mind," he 
added. 

Masazumi Nagamitsu, 
deputy vice minister of 


transport, said the govern- 
ment hoped that all sanc- 
tions, including the fines — 
against Nippon Yusen K.K., 
Mitsui O.S.K. Lines Ltd., 
and Kawasaki Risen 
Kaisha Ltd — would be 
retracted. 

The U.S. Federal Mar- 
itime Commission (FMC) 
moved Thursday to stop 
Japanese container ships 
from entering or leaving 
U.S. ports as die companies 
baulked at paying the fines 
of $100,000 for each port 
visit from abroad. 

Following the govern- 
ment-level accord, the 
FMC decided to postpone 
asking the U.S. Coast 
Guard to enforce the access 
ban. 

But the independent gov- 
ernment agency said $4 
million in fines for Septem- 
ber, due Wednesday, was 
integral to any final solu- 
tion of the dispute. 

President Bill Clinton, 
currently visiting Argenti- 
na, hailed the agreement in 
principle, saying it would 
“open trade in Japan’s ports 
and level the playing field 
for American shippers.” 

In Friday’s talks, Japan 
agreed to streamline the 
licensing procedures at its 
ports and to create an inde- 
pendent agency to monitor 
the harbour system. 

Under the Japanese port 
system, foreign shipping 
companies are not permit- 
ted to choose who will 
unload their ships or even 
to negotiate the price of the 
job. They are not allowed to 
establish their own compa- 
nies to provide port ser- 
vices, even though Japan- 


ese firms can do so in the 
United States. 

Arcane rules also raise 
. costs and reduce flexibility 
by requiring prior approval 
for even minor cargo-han- 
dling changes. 

The ruling body is the 
powerful Japan Harbour 
Transportation Association, 
a well-connected private 
group of dockworkers and 
terminal operators resistant 
to outside influence. 

The three companies, 
according to the U.S. 
National Industrial Trans- 
portation League, account 
for about 10 to 11 per cent 
of the estimated $180 bil- 
lion in annual U.S. -Japan 
ship trade. 

U.S.-Japan trade ties are 
already tense, bedeviled by 
disputes over U.S. auto 
sales on Japanese markets, 
civil aviation deregulation 
and Tokyo’s large surplus 
with Washington. 

The development has 
showed once again the 
Japanese government can- 
not act on labour-manage- 
ment customs without the 
threat of retaliation or 
externa] pressure, the influ- 
ential daily Asahi Shimbun 
said. 

“For long, the Japanese 
economy has been assigned 
with the task to correct reg- 
ulations and business prac- 
tices which have blocked 
competition leading to bet- 
ter economic efficiency,” 
the commentary said. 

“7t can be said that the 
problem of harbour ser- 
vices has pointedly shown 
the government's low 
capacity in pursuing reform 
and its lack of policy” 


newspaper 
journalists 
on strike 


ROME (AFP) — Journal- 
ists on one of Italy’s lead- 
ing daily newspaper. Cor- 
ners della Sera, went on 
strike Saturday, protesting 
the inclusion of a supple- 
ment produced by an Arm 
said to be close to the cen- 
tre-right opposition. 

Two days of strikes this 
weekend halt production of 
die newspaper, and more 
strikes over three days are 
forecast, although the exact 
dates were not announced 
by the Assembly of 'Jour- 
nalists voting on industrial 
action. 

Citing the externally-pro- 
duced supplement’s poor 
quality, the journalists aim 
to stop its production, due 
to appear with the edition 
of die newspaper for the 
northern region of Como. 

On a wider note, the jour- 
nalists are protesting 
against the increasing use 
of unmonitored outside 
firms for supplements. 

On this occasion, the firm 
producing the supplement. 
La Editoriale Sri. is 
described by the journalists 
as “politically close to Sil- 
vio Berlusconi’s centre- 
right coalition of parties” 
and with links to a “semi- 
pornographic” television 
station. 

Local television station 
Antenna 3 Lombardia 
holds 25 per cent of La 
Editoriale’s shares. 

According to the editorial 
committee at Comere della 
Sera, Antenna 3 Lombardia 
is “known more for its 
semi -pornographic pro- 

grammes than its quality.” 

One of the newspaper's 
most reputed journalists. 
Raffaele Fiengo said, “We 
decided to strike to defend 
the quality of the newspa- 
per, to defend its readers 
against moves which may 
damage the image and 
finances of the Carriere 
della Sera.” 

The Milan-based paper, 
with an average circulation 
of 730,000 copies, belongs 
to publishing house Riz- 
zoli, a subsidiary of the 
Fiat-controlled holding 
company Gemma, 

The strike comes as 
Italy's press is engaged in a 
“war of gadgets ” in which 
video cassettes, books, lan- 
guage courses, supple- 
ments accompany many 
daily and weekly publica- 
tions desperate to boost 
their flagging numbers of 
readers. 


way for resumption of talks 


Mafia boss arrested in Sicily 


PALERMO. Sicily (AFP) — 
Italian police arrested a Mafia 
chief in a house in Sicily 
where he was hiding for fear 
of being assassinated by hired 
Mafia killers, judicial offi- 
cials said Saturday. 

Police bad expected to find 
the criminal son of 74-year- 
old Giovanni Genovese in the 
cache near the village of 


Giuseppe Jato. 

Mr. Genovese was sitting 
outside the house in the com- 
pany of his wife when heavi- 
ly armed carabinieri closed 
in. 

Press reports sad he tried to 
shield his wife when he saw 
tine armed men surround tbe 
house, fearing that they 
would kill them, and shouted 


“cowards." He was reported- 
ly relieved when the killers 
turned out to be police. 

The name of Ml Gen- 
ovese's 54-year-old son Sal- 
vatore is on a list of 500 most- 
wanted criminals in connec- 
tion with the di Maggio affair. 

Baldassare di Maggio, who 
was arrested Monday on 
homicide charges, is one of 


tbe more notorious Mafia 
members who has cooperated 
with the police, as a so-called 
pentito, for some time in a 
number of cases including 
that against former Prime 
Minister Giulio AndrcottL 
Andreotti has been on trial 
since September 1995 for his 
suspected links to organised 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan Saturday urged 
India to agree to substan- 
tive discussions on the 
thorny Kashmir dispute in 
order to put the bilateral 
dialogue back on track. 

India can show “sincerity 
of purpose” by accepting 
that “all outstanding issues 
on the agenda be dealt with 
specifically and substan- 
tively,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman told a press 
briefing. 

New Delhi “is stuck'* 
where it was, the 
spokesman said, referring 
to obstacles arising from 
Indian unwillingness to set 
up a joint committee to 
tackle Kashmir, the princi- 
pal source of tensions 
between the neighbours. 

At the second round of 
foreign secretary-level 
talks in Islamabad in June 
the two sides had set an 8- 
point agenda, including 
peace and security, the 
Jammu and Kashmir state, 
as well as confidence- 
building measures. 

It was also agreed 
between them to set up 
“joint working groups” to 
discuss the identified top- 
ics. 

Pakistan says India is 


unwilling to go ahead with 
the establishment of the 
agreed mechanism to 
thrash out the Kashmir dis- 
pute, which has sparked 
two of the three wars 
between the two countries 
since their independence in 
1947. 

Tbe neighbours resumed 
bilateral dialogue in March 
holding three sessions 
between their foreign secre- 
taries in New Delhi and 
Islamabad. They have so 
far failed to fix a date for a 
fourth meeting. 

The border in Kashmir, of 
which India holds the 
southern two-thirds and 
Pakistan the rest, has been a 
hot-bed of tensions, 
exploding into clashes 
between rival troops. 

The last artillery duels 
along the dividing line of 
control occurred a few 
weeks ago, resulting in 
dozens of civilian casual- 
ties on both sides. The situ- 
ation cooled down hotline 
telephone contacts between 
Indian and Pakistani prime 
ministers. 

“The fate of the region 
can change overnight if a 
just solution to Kashmir 
emerges.” the spokesman 
said, adding it would open 


a “vast vista” of regional 
cooperation. 

Pro-Pakistan Kashmiri 
parties have planned a long 
human chain on Oct. 24 to 
highlight the issue, while 
four . pro-independence 
Kashmiri groups will hold 
demonstrations on the same 
day. 

The spokesman said Pak- 
istan believed the United 
States and other friends of 
the two countries could 
help mediate a solution to 
tbe Kashmir dispute. 

India has “no locus stanch 
to declare Kashmir any- 
thing but a disputed territo- 
ry which it is by all norms," 
the spokesman said. 

“We are ready for what- 
ever initiative is taken by 
friends towards a just solu- 
tion,” he said, asking India 
not to block possible medi- 
tation by mutual friends. 
“Let friends play a role.” 

He recalled that Pakistan 
and India had resolved in 
the 1960s a thorny row over 
sharing of river waters with 
international arbitration 
that led to the signing of the 
Indus Basin Water Treaty. 

“We are willing to put 
back bilateral talks on the 
rails, but the difficulties are 
well known,” he said. 


Tight security for U.S. interests 
amid Sri Lanka bomb clean up 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Security was tightened for 
U.S. interests in Sri Lanka 
after a huge truck bombing 
devastated the financial 
hub and raised fears of 
more attacks as a clearing 
up got underway, officials 
said Saturday. 

The Voice of America 
(VOA) facilities in Sri 
Lanka were regarded as 
targets following a U.S. 
decision last week to out- 
law the rebel Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), the English-lan- 
guage Island newspaper 
reported. 

The newspaper quoted 
U.S. officials as saying 
they had temporarily relo- 
cated staff at the VOA 
relay station at Iranavila, 
70 kilometres north of 
here, to an undisclosed 
location. 

“It wasn't a phone-in 
threat,” the Island quoted a 
U.S, official as saying. 
“We just had some infor- 
mation that indicated that 
it might be attacked.” 

Police deputy Inspector- 
General T. B. Dissanayake 
said several teams had 
been sent to track down 
rebel suspects and further 
strengthen the already 
tight security arrange- 
ments in the city. 

Police had issued a warn- 
ing that dozens of Tiger 
suicide bombers have 
infiltrated the capital when 
Wednesday’s bomb went 
off, devastating the brand- 
new World Tiade Centre 
and several other buildings 
in the area. 

Fork lift trucks and small 
groups of workmen came 
in Saturday to clear the 


massive amount of rubble 
in downtown Colombo. 

“We haven’t got the 
proper equipment yet to 
move the big concrete 
beams that have col- 
lapsed,” a work supervisor 
at the site said Saturday. 
“We have started taking 
away the wreckage of 
vehicles damaged by the 
blast first” 

Investigators have found 
the serial number of the 
axle that could lead them 
to the owner of the truck 
that carried the 400-kilo 
bomb driven into the area 
breaching several security 
checks. 

Three of the attackers 
who died after the blast 
h ave been identified as 
LTTE members, officials 
said Saturday. 

Diplomats here said 
seven LIS. nationals were 
among the 34 foreigners 
wounded in the blast. At 
least 20 people were killed 
and a total of 105 were 
taken to hospital after the 
attack and the gunbattles 
which followed. 

The Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las, who were listed as a 
foreign terrorist group by 
the U.S. government on 
Oct. S, were immediately 
blamed for the massive 
truck bombing that devas- 
tated Colombo’s financial 
hub. 

Earlier, U.S. diplomats 
here said the U.S. decision 
on the Tigers, announced 
by Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, was 
taken because the LTTE 
had threatened U.S. inter- 
ests. 

A s pokesman for the 
LTTE’s London office had 


telephoned news agencies 
to deny involvement in 
Wednesday’s bombing, 
while the group's regular 
press releases issued From 
there have so far made no 
reference to the bombing. 

Sri Lankan officials here 
say the rebel attack was a 
direct response to the U.S. 
action, designed to block 
fund-raising in America 
for the Tiger guerrilla 
movement and prevent 
sympathisers from enter- 
ing die United States. 

The LTTE had earlier 
warned that the ban on 
them was a “serious mis- 
. calculation" which would 
, lead to the escalation of 
the ethnic conflict which 
has claimed over 50,000 
lives since 1972. 

The bombing happened 
three days after a report 
that a U.S. military team 
had arrived in Sri Lanka to 
train local soldiers battling 
the Tamil Tiger guerrillas. 

When u.S. military 
trai nin g for Colombo’s 
security forces was First 
announced early last year, 
the LTTE warned America 
to remain neutral in the Sri 
Lankan conflict. 

In the mid-1980s the 
United States banned the 
sale of arms as well as air- 
craft spares to the Sri 
Lankan air force, accusing 
the armed forces of human 
rights violations while 
Fighting rebels at the same 
time. 

Tamil Tiger guerrillas are 
leading a drawn out cam- 
paign for independence in 
the island’s northern and 
eastern regions where the 
two million Tamil minority 
is concentrated. 
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P unishm ent can backfire 


UJV. SECURITY Council's permanent members 
are obviously at odds with one another over how to 
deal with Iraq in the wake of the latest report of 
the U.N. Weapons Inspector Richard Butler. 
Washington has been garnishing support for a 
tougher stand vis-a-vis Iraq, including the imposi- 
tion of additional sanctions. The UJS. wants an 
immediate application of these punitive measures 
which, inter alia, prescribe a stiffer ban on the 
travel of Iraqi officials. France and Russia have 
been trying to cushion the U.S. position, which is 
shared by Britain, by pleading for putting on hold 
all additional sanctions until next year. 

Both Paris and Moscow are understandably 
arguing in favour of a more limited ban on travel 
by Iraqi officials. For its part, Iraq has threatened 
to stop all cooperation with the U.N. should the 
international organisation decide to unleash a new 
wave of sanctions. Whether Iraq’s cooperation 
with the U.N. chief weapons inspector is adequate 
or not is open for argument. What is certain, how- 
ever, is that Iraq needs to be encouraged and 
enticed, rather than threatened, to extend any 
greater degree of cooperation. For seven bitter 
years, Iraq has received little or no compensation 
for its tremendous losses, beyond the oil-for-food 
deal which serves not only the Iraqis but Iraq’s 
“creditors.” Even if we assume that Iraq’s submis- 
sion to the dictates of the Security Council is only 
60 per cent, why cannot the Iraqi people reap a 
benefit proportionate to their cooperation with the 
international community? 

We fail to understand why the Iraqis’ right to 
travel should be the target of the council. What 
could possibly be the rationale behind preventing 
civilian aircraft from landing and taking off from 
Baghdad carrying civilian passengers including 
the sick and troubled? Who is the U.N. trying to 
punish, the Iraqi people or their regime? 

We believe that the council has gone too far in 
ignoring the plight of the innocent Iraqi people 
and has not done what it could to end the collective 
punishment being imposed on the entire country 
and its people. Egypt occupies the only Arab seat 
on the council and it is incumbent on it to plead for 
sanity in dealing with Iraq as a whole and for com- 
passion in dealing with the poverty-stricken Iraqi 
people. With all due consideration to demands for 
full compliance with the relevant U.N. resolutions, 
there is a point beyond which Washington and 
London cannot go in pursuing their punitive mea- 
sures. No party stands to gain anything if Iraq is 
pushed to act in defiance and desperation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FAHED FANEK, a writer for A1 Ra'i, predicted that 
the government-sponsored social security package will 
gradually replace the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency 1 UNRWA) that has been caring for the 
Palestine refugees for half a century. It is clear now dial 
UNRWA is gradually withdrawing from the field in 
view of the reduced contributions for its annual budgets 
from the various donor nations, said the writer. With the 
reduction of contributions, the agency is bound to 
reduce its social, health, educational and other services 
to the refugees putting the burden on the government to 
offer assistance, he added. Every year a crisis arises 
due to the deficit in the agency’s budget and every year 
UNRWA threatens to cut its services prompting 
refugees demonstrations and protests and prompting 
the Jordanian government to issue a statement demand- 
ing that the U.N. should shoulder the problem because, 
as the government says, the refugees are the responsi- 
bility of the world community. The Oslo accord and the 
Jonianian-Israeli peace treaty have no mention of the 
repatriation of the 1948 refugees and the Jordanian gov- 
ernment has repeatedly announced that the 1948 
refugees have become Jordanian citizens. This means 
that the 1948 refugees have no prospect of returning to 
their homeland, the writer concludes. 


MOHAMMAD SUBEIH1, a writer for A1 Arab A1 
Yawm. criticised the National Constitutional Party 
(NCP) for fielding “stealth” candidates for the 1997 
elections. He said that, those candidates do more harm 
to the party than they realise. If they are ashamed of 
announcing their affiliation to this party they ought not 
run under its name at all, he said. The writer said that 
the party which resorts to such underhand moves is 
actually deceiving the public and that sooner or later 
and when the election results are out, the facts will be 
known to all. In the writer’s view, no candidate should 
feel ashamed of or seek to conceal his or her affiliation 
to political parties which are legal and which reflect 
political pluralism in Jordan. Demanding that the NCP 
should openly declare that it has no stealth candidates, 
the writer said that unless it did so it will be held in the 
public’s view as an accomplice to an attempt of decep- 
tion that does not augur well for its future. 


Jordan deserves more American aid 


AT LONG last, and after prolonged hesitation, the 
American administration was able to put together SI 00 
million to assist Jordan in the fiscal year ending Oct 31, 
1997. For some unknown reason, a Peace Fund was 
established in Washington to receive the funds for sever- 
al weeks before they are turned over to the Jordanian 
Treasury. Half the amount is free of obligations and the 
other half must be allocated to certain social and eco- 
nomic projects. 

This arrangement is supposed to go on for five years, 
with one difference, that Jordan does not care about, and 
that is that the funds will not be deducted in the future 
from the Egyptian and Israeli shares of American aid. 
Instead they will be formally allocated to Jordan under 
the U.S. budget’s foreign aid section, which may mean 
that this financial aid will become more secure and stable, 
in that it will not need the consent of any third party, even 
though the parties concerned have no alternative but to 
consent. 

There is a general consensus in official American circles 
that Jordan, which has 27 per cent unemployment, and 25 
per cent of families below the line of poverty, badly needs 
and deserves more financial aid No observer can help 


wondering why Jordan is given so little in comparison 
with the huge amounts of American economic and mili- 
tary aid paid regularly to both Egypt and Israel since the 
signing of the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty 18 years ago, 
taking into account that Jordan is much closer to the kind 
of peace that America wants in the Middle East, and the 
fact that Jordan has actually undertaken the highest peace 
risk. 

The figure of $250 million of U.S. aid a year as a suit- 
able amount, is now in circulation. As a matter of fact the 
Jordanian public opinion is already informed that future 
American aid will be raised to $250 milli on a year as of 
the coming fiscal year. It seems this is not true, as there is, 
so_ far, no binding decision in this respect. The whole 
thing re mains wishful thinking. 

Allocating funds is of course the prerogative of the U.S. 
Congress. In the Congress there are no objections to 
extending aid to Jordan. Jordan has many friends in the 
Congress and no enemies. The question is why then the 
idea of raising financial aid to Jordan to $250 million does 
not become a resolution and actual allocation that we can 
depend on. 

The answer is that in order for the Congress to make the 


decision, the White House must exert some effort by mak- 
ing the recommendation and giving the justifications for 
such a move. So far, the president, who made the solemn 
commitment in the Jordanian Parliament in October 1994 
not to let Jordan down, is not exerting that effort. Perhaps 
this vital subject was part of the contents of His Majesty 
King Hussein's message to President Clinton which was 
delivered lately by HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 

When Secretary of State Madeleine Albright was in the 
region in September, she met with the officials of Israel, 
Palestine, Egypt, Jordan. Saudi Arabia, Syria and 
Lebanon. She must have noticed the difference. She was 
supposed to have been convinced of the importance of 
being more generous with Jordan when it comes to finan- 
cial aid. Unfortunately, when she was asked about the 
subject in her press conference in Amman, she mentioned 
only the $ 100 million for five years and complained about 
the tight budget and the need to reduce its deficit Such a 
position caused disappointment among Jordanians who, it 
seems, are expected to give more for less. They are 
expected to embrace peace with Israel and accept risks 
even though no benefits are accruing to their country or 
reflected on their daily lives. 


Oil depletion and the cost of military 


expenditure in the Mideast and North Africa 


By Dr. Mamdouh 
G. Salameh 


ONE OF the greatest struc- 
tural economic problems 
that the oil-producing coun- 
tries of the Middle East and 
North Africa have faced 
since the early 1970s is their 
overwhelming dependence 
on oil-export revenues, 
accounting for 85 per cent 
to 90 per cent of total rev- 
enues. They evidently have 
not managed the transition 
from oil-based economies 
into more diversified ones, 
supplementing oil exports 
with other sources of 
income. As oil revenues 
decline, the governments 
seem to be running into ever 
more serious economic dif- 
ficulties with rising foreign 
and internal debts and with 
steadily more severe social 
strains and potentially omi- 
nous political repercussions. 
Indeed, the countdown to 
the post-oil era is being 
forced upon the Middle 
Eastern and North African 
oil exporters but so far their 
governments seem unable 
or unwilling to adapt The 
question is how this unfor- 
tunate development could 
have taken place. Did it 
occur in spite of an excep- 
tional endowment of crude 
oil resources, or because of 
the resource endowment? In 
either case, the outcome is 
increasing political unrest 
and social tensions. 

In the 1970s and early 
19S0s. the Middle East and 
North Africa appeared to be 
an economic and social suc- 
cess story. Oil revenues 
soared and social conditions 
improved quickly. In the 
1990s, however, the region 
appears to be sliding 
towards economic and 
social failure. Per capita 
income is failing and social 
conditions are deteriorating 
quickly. The Middle East 
and North Africa now make 
up the only major region of 
the world which is unable to 
feed its rapidly growing 
population. This has oner- 
ous political implications. 

The rise in Islamic funda- 
mentalism in the Middle 
East and North Africa in the 
mid-1980s coincided with 
the fail in oil prices and, 
therefore, oil revenues. 
However, Islamic funda- 
mentalism has its roots in 
mounting conflicts of 
income distribution, exacer- 
bated by rising social ten- 
sions. It is. in essence, a 


their countries through mis- 
management of economic 
resources and wasteful mili- 
tary expenditure. Oil may 
have reduced die conflict 
potential when revenues 
were rising and subsequent- 
ly enhanced it when rev- 
enues started to fall. This is, 
perhaps, die major link 
between oil and Islamic fun- 
damentalism. To this may 
be added the strong indirect 
effect of falling oil revenues 
in the oil-exporting coun- 
tries on the economies of 
countries like Jordan, 
Egypt, Yemen and Lebanon 
as a result of reduced remit- 
tances. Even in 1995, with 
low oil prices, remittances 
were about $90 per capita in 
Egypt This, according to 
the World Bank, represented 
about 40 per cent of exports 
or 10 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

The question that begs an 
answer is what impact a 
reduction in the oil deple- 
tion rate and a better use of 
the oil revenues by die 
Middle Eastern and North 
African oil -exporting coun- 
tries could have on their 
own economies and also on 
the global oil supplies, tbe 
price of oil and the global 
armaments industry. 


profoundly among the oil- 
exporting countries. Some 
countries like Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Libya and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) have large oil 
reserves and s mall popula- 
tions. while others such as 
Algeria, Egypt and Iran 
have large populations and 
relatively small oil reserves. 

The opposition to the 
Shah of Iran for years criti- 
cised his government's oil 
policy for squandering 
resources by pumping oil 
out too quickly and not tak- 
ing die revenue needs of 
future generations into 
account. There was a partic- 
ularly strong criticism that 
the oil policy benefited the 
oil-consuming countries of 
the West particularly the 
United States, by pumping 
oil out quickly and keeping 
prices low and also splash- 


dons' needs into account 
and seeks to avoid waste. 

The requirement is to use 
the revenues for the trans- 
formation of a finite and 
deplerable asset into a more 
lasting comparative advan- 
tage in international eco- 
nomic relations. Hence, rev- 
enue, depletion and produc- 
tive investment should be 
linked. 


The oil cost of military 
expenditure 


When military expendi- 
ture reaches the magnitude 
that it has reached in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa since the 1970s 
through to the early 1990s, 
it is probably the best single 
indicator of the wasteful use 
of the oil revenues. 

Over the period 1974- 
1996, the combined oil 


Oil depletion policy 


protest against unaccount- 
able governments who have 
squandered the oil wealth of 


Because oil represents the 
major national asset in die 
oil-producing countries of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa, oil policy is likely to 
be strongly influenced by 
domestic and international 
considerations. The salient 
issues are depletion rates 
and oil revenues. Policy 
issues on these matters have 
important economic and 
political repercussions in 
tbe countries concerned and 
for their relations with the 
outside world. 

The choice of depletion 
rates for oil is the key policy 
parameter in any oil-pro- 
ducing country. The choice 
has to consider the current 
and future needs for rev- 
enues. Contrary to perfectly 
competitive markets, the oil 
market is highly sensitive to 
acts or perceived acts of one 
of the major oil producers, 
especially in the matter of 
oil depletion policy. From a 
private investor’s point of 
view, this would be a strict- 
ly economic consideration. 
For a government, the con- 
sideration is both economic 
and political. 

Generalisations are diffi- 
cult however, because the 
economic situations vary 


The first lesson to be learnt is that 
the high level of military 
expenditure in the Middle Eastern 
and North African countries is detri- 
mental to the economic and social 
welfare of the population . The sec- 
ond lesson is that the major oil- 
importing countries and their arma- 
ments industries have an interest in 
maintaining rivalry and hostility 
among the Middle Eastern and North 
African oil exporters to prevent an 
agreement on oil quotas and prices. 


expenditure seems to have 
made up 30 per cent of their 
oil revenues. 

Without the burden of mil- 
itary expenditure, these oil 
exporters could alternative- 
ly have increased invest- 
ment in labour-intensive 
industries, agriculture and 
public services. This would 
have improved the welfare 
of tbe people. Alternatively, 
without the wasteful burden 
of military expenditure, a 
much improved financial 
situation would have per- 
mitted the seven major 
Middle Eastern and North 
African oil exporters to 
keep more oil in the ground, 
hence they would also have 
been more able to constrain 
supplies to defend oil 
prices. Indeed, without the 
extra oil exported above 
volumes required to finance 
civilian needs, the oil mar- 
ket in the 1970s and 1980s 
could have taken a different 


ing out vast amounts of tbe 
oil revenues on wasteful 
military expenditure. 
Similar criticisms are now 
being voiced in Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait 


Oil revenues 


Oil depletion according to 
revenue targets implies 
keeping oil in tbe ground 
once the ability to reason- 
ably absorb oil revenues has 
been reached. A minimum 
rate of return on investment 
puts a limit on tbe need for 
revenue and consequently 
oil production. 

Furthermore, the rate of 
depletion becomes inverse- 
ly linked to the price of oil 
because the volume 
required to meet tbe revenue 
target declines with a rising 
oil price and rises with a 
falling one. Adjusting oil 
depletion to demographic 
growth takes future genera- 


exports of the seven leading 
oil exporters of the region 
— that is. Algeria, Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya. Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE — 
were 140 billion barrels 
(bb). Tbe total value of 
crude oil and refined prod- 
ucts, measured in constant 
1992 U.S. dollars, was 
about $3,664 billion accord- 
ing to statistics from both 
die World Bank and tbe 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 

(OPEC). The total govern- 
ment expenditure was about 
$3,318 billion. Military 
expenditure over tbe period 
1974-1996, still measured 
in constant 1992 U.S. dol- 
lars, bas been estimated at 
$1,100 billion according to 
data from tbe International 
Institute for Strategic 
Studies (HSS) in London. 
For the seven countries 
combined, seen over the 
period 1974-1996, military 


turn. 

For the seven countries, 
the total oil output less those 
needed to finance military 
expenditure would have 
totalled 98 bb over the peri- 
od 1974-1996, as opposed 
to actual oil exports of 140 
bb. The saving of 42 bb 
amounts to an average pro- 
duction of 5.23 million bar- 
rels per day (mbd) over the 
entire period of 22 years. 
This is virtually equivalent 
to the combined production 
of both Mexico and Canada. 
In this perspective, the huge 
military expenditure of the 
leading Middle Eastern and 
North African oil exporters 
doubly serves outside inter- 
ests. It directly returns 
money to arms exporters in 
the major consuming coun- 
tries of the West, hence neu- 
tralising part of their oil bill 
and also keeps their arma- 
ments industries afloat in 
the post-cold war era. 

Indeed, one could argue 
that without the need to sell 
oil to finance the huge mili- 
tary expenditure, it is doubt- 
ful whether oil prices would 
have collapsed in 1986. In 
the actual course of events, 
massive and rising military 
spending by Iran and Iraq 
preceded and accompanied 
tbe oil price collapse of 
1986. If these two countries. 
instead of waging war and 
spending massively on 
arms, had stayed in peace 
and left more oil in the 
ground the oil price col- 
lapse most probably would 
not have occurred In the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, 
oil prices could have stayed 
high if Iran, Iraq and Saudi 


Arabia had kept more oil in 
the ground instead of pump- 
ing it out to finance military 
spending. Probably the out- 
come could have been a net 
gain for the oil exporters. 
Most likely, higher real oil 
prices would have more 
than offset reduced export 
volumes. With less military 
spending. Iraq’s financial 
situation could have been 
far better and the attack on 
Kuwait in 1990 probably 
would not have takeD place. 

The first lesson to be 
learnt is that the high level 
of military expenditure in 
the Middle Eastern and 
North African countries is 
detrimental to the economic 
and social welfare of the 
population. The second les- 
son Is that the major oil- 
importing countries and 
their armaments industries 
have an interest in maintain- 
ing rivalry and hostility 
among the Middle Eastern 
and North African oil 


exporters to prevent an 
agreement on oil quotas and 
prices. The problem with 
the Western oil-consuming 
countries is that in relation 
to these oil exporters, oil 
and arms interests tend to 
drive them to compromise 
their long-term interests for 
short-term gains. Against 
this backdrop, there could 
be a potential risk of con- 
frontation in the future 
between the West and the 
nations of tbe Middle East 
and North Africa. 

In conclusion, a flexible 
oil depletion policy and a 
rational use of the oil rev- 
enues could have an enor- 
mously positive impact on 
the economies of the Middle 
Eastern and North African 
oil exporters by stopping the 
squandering of the oil 
reserves on military expen- 
diture and also by taking 
into account the health of 
the oil fields and the rev- 
enue needs of future genera- 
tions. This will equally 
impact on the global oil sup- 
plies, the price of oil and die 
global armaments industry. 


Dr. Mamdouh G. Salameh 
is an international oil econ- 
omist. a consultant to the 
World Bank in Washington 
D.C. and a technical expert 
of the United Nations 

Industrial Development 

Organisation (UNIDO) 
Vienna. He is also a menu# 
of the International 
for Strategic Studies {uSol 

in London. He contribute 

the above article to p* 
Jordan Times. 
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Justice enjoyed equally by its seekers 
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To the Editor: 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu can only 
be dubbed a “novice.” and described as shortsighted and 
reckless. Just look at the series of fiascos and setbacks he 
has been responsible for since be came to power. His latest 
botched and heinous crime against a prominent figure of 
Hamas in Amman is a slap in the face of Jordanians. 

In reference to the assailants themselves. His Majesty 


King Hussein said it precisely: “They are mere soldiers 
implementing orders assigned to them.” Regretfully it is 
their superiors who support and approve these acts. Again, 
the assassination attempt, which Netanyahu has been per- 
sonally blamed for, is irrefutable proof that he is going to 
damage all that has been achieved so far unless he changed 
his policies. The United States, as a peace broker, should 
not cum a blind eye to these acts but rather should inter- 
vene to stop further deterioration in the peace process and 


put an end to the suffering of the Palestinian people* wb 0 * 
agonies and hardships under Netanyahu’s govern©^ 
unprecedented. Peace is genuinely everyone’s desire, 
what we hope to see and witness is a comprehenrivef! 68 ^ 
in which justice can be enjoyed equally by its seeker?. . 
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A tour of the West Rank; 


From settlement 
to settlement 


By Hisham Abdallah 
AFP 

WADI QANA, West Bank 
— “This will soon be a 
new Jewish settlement.” 
said Khalil Tufakji, a 
Palestinian settlement 
expert* pointing to bull- 
dozers flattening parts of a 
thick grove of olive trees 
in the West Bank valley. 

The bulldozers were 
working outside the Jew- 
ish settlement of Yaqqir, a 
dump of homes on top of 
a hill overlooking Wadi 
Qana. a dramatic” valley 
lined with Palestinian 
olive trees in the northern 
West Bank. 

Tufakji was speaking to 
dozens of foreign diplo- 
mats and journalists on a 
tour of the northern West 
Bank organised by the 
Palestinian information 
ministry to show the dam- 
age caused by Israel's 
plans for aggressive settle- 
ment expansion. 

The Israeli settlement 
drive is part of a “planned 
policy to empty these 
lands of their Palestinian 
inhabitants,” said Palestin- 
ian officials on the tour, 
held on Wednesday. 

On the main road 
between Nablus and 
Ramallah* Tufakji pointed 
out the settlement of Elie. 
perched on its hilltop. 
Then on the other side of 
the hill, there was continu- 
ing building running down 
the slope. 

“That’s the extension of 
Elie,” he said. 

Then from the next hill- 
top, Tufakji pointed to the 
wide view of the hilly 
West Bank landscape 
extending southward. On 
each hilltop: A settlement, 
with its concentration of 
modem red-roofed houses. 
'So you can see how' the 
whole area has come 
□nder Israeli control,” he 
said. 

“Whai is the extent of a 
settlement? No one 
knows. Is it the area of the 
existing buildings, or the 
ultimate plans drawn up 
by the occupation authori- 
ties, or is the extent of the 
roads leading to the settle- 
ments?” Tufakji said. 

Over a third of the 140- 
odd settlements built by 
Israel since it occupied the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
in 1967 were built in the 
northern West Bank. 

Most were built in the 
1970s and 1980s, when 
Israeli officials followed 
Likud hawk Ariel Sharon’s 
“hilltop strategy.” build- 
ing settlements on hills 
between Palestinian com- 
munities in order to divide 
them. 


Now, Israeli Prime Min 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
has vowed to go on with 
expansion of settlements, 
shrugging off American 
and Palestinian protests. 

“You can see how this 
settlement has extended 
over lands confiscated 
from Palestinian farmers.” 
said Mahmud Ailul, the 
governor of Nablus, dur- 
ing a stop at Ariel, the sec- 
ond largest settlement in 
the West Bank. 

‘The Palestinian villages 
meanwhile have stayed as 
they are, no development 
or increase over 30 years," 
he said. 

According to Palestinian 
statistics, Israel has confis- 
cated some 12,500 ac*ps 
(5,000 hectares) of Pales- 
tinian land in the northern 
West Bank alone since the 
start of the peace process 
in 1993, for settlement 
purposes. 

The figure does not 
include hundreds of acres 
confiscated to build new 
roads to service the settle- 
ments. Palestinians are 
banned from building 
homes near both settle- 
ments and the “bypass 
roads.” 

Palestinians on the tour 
also pointed out the large 
industrial area of 45 facto- 
ries built next to Ariel, 
which produces mainly 
fabrics and plastics for 
export abroad — but also, 
they said, dumps its waste 
on Palestinian lands. 

“The owners of these 
factories escape the tighter 
rules on health and the 
environment inside Israel 
itself, to work in the West 
Bank, where they ger tax 
breaks. But they are poi- 
soning the Palestinians," 
said Khalil Suleiman, an 
environmental expert from 
Nablus’ Najah University. 

“They produce chemical 
waste which they dump on 
Palestinian land and gases 
which threaten people's 
health and damage the 
ozone layer,” he said. 

Moreover, Israeli build- 
ing projects have swal- 
lowed up hundreds of 
Palestinian olive groves 
and other agricultural 
products which form a 
large pan of the economy, 
he said- 

One of the foreign diplo- 
mats on the tour, the 
British deputy consul in 
Jerusalem, Mary Pring. 
said the effects of the set- 
tlements was “no surprise 
to us.” 

“But it confirms what we 
have heard about settle- 
ments. We will be report- 
ing on this to our govern- 
ments,” she told journal- 
ists. 


Kurdish rivals in northern 
Iraq declare shaky ceasefire 


? *• ■ * 




(Continued from page 1) 

Erbil from Jalal Tala- 
bani’s PUK last year. Mr. 
Barzani said he called in 
Baghdad only because Mr. 
Talabani's fighters were 
receiving heavy weaponry 
from Iran. 

The U.S., the main West- 
ern peace broker, on Fri- 
day ann ounced the latest 
ceasefire, one of many in 
recent years. 

“We were involved very 
intensively the past three 
days to try t0 wa ^ t ^ e P 31 " - 
ties back and observe a 
ceasefire,” State Depart- 
ment spokesman James 
Foley said. “This finally 
bore fruit Friday.” 

Washington. Britain and 
NATO ally Turkey have 
sponsored frequent peace 
talks between Iraq’s Kurds 
in Ankara that have 
become bogged down in 
petty bickering. 

Mr. Saib, the PUK’s said 
his group on Friday 
declared a unilateral 
ceasefire which the rival 
faction joined a few hours 
later. 

He said the PUK sought 
an overall settlement of 
the conflict. “[The truce] is 
indefinite for us but we 


want to work for a com- 
prehensive political solu- 
tion,” he said. 

Observers say veteran 
Talabani feels hemmed in 
by economic embargoes 
imposed both by his Kur- 
dish enemy and Baghdad. 

The PUK also lost stand- 
ing and territory with the 
fall of Erbil to Mr. 
Barzani, who runs a lucra- 
tive oil trade on the border 
with his ally Turkey. 

The Talabani forces won 
back some prestige by hit- 
ting Mr. Barzani’s plush 
home and military head- 
quarters with short-range 
missiles on Thursday. 

The assailants used 
Russian-made Grad mis- 
siles, the most destructive 
weapons seen so far in the 
Kurdish fighting. 

Iraq’s government has 
tried to bring the Kurds 
back into the fold. Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said this week that Bagh- 
dad would try to help both 
sides reach “a form of 
relationship that will keep 
fighting away from our 
people in northern Iraq 
and shun foreign interfer- 
ence.” 
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A bedouin looks after his precious falcons in A1 Jafr Desert (file photo by Arslan Ramadan) 


Ancient art of falconry enters new era 


By Haro Chakmakjian 
AFP 

DUBAI — The ancient an 
of falconry, once relied 
upon by bedouins of the 
Arabian desert for fresh 
meat, has entered a new era 
with expensive .gadgetry 
and scientifically-nourished 
birds of prey on offer to 
tempt the sheikhs of the oil- 
rich Gulf. 

When a strong and highly- 
trained hunting falcon costs 
anywhere from 520,000 
right up to 5100,000, a radio 
transmitter helps to ensure 
your investment does not 
fly away, literally. 

But a powerful transmitter 
which is tied to the falcon 
and a tracking antenna with 
a pistol grip — the art of 
telemetry — can cost 


$1,000-4,000. The best 
cover a distance of up to 60 
kilometres, depending on 
the terrain, humidity and 
altitude of the falcon’s 
flight 

A U.S. manufacturer from 
Washington state on the 
rainy Pacific coast assured a 
local visitor at ■ ab.^^ab 
Hunting Exhibition in' : the 
emirate of Dubai that the 
54,000 on an antenna would 
be money well spent. 

“Oh yes, this is the best if 
you can afford it” he said. 

“Actually, I’ve already got 
one. I was just asking to 
make sure that 1 had the 
best” came the reply. 

Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Khalifa A1 Maktoum, a 
member of the ruling family 
who opened the exhibition, 
the first of its kind in the 


Gulf, marvelled at the trans- 
formation which the noble 
sport of falconry is under- 
going. 

“In the past we went 
hunting with about 20 fal- 
cons. and returned home 
with only five. But now 
when we go out hunting 
with 20, we come back with 
almost the same number 
due to the latest techniques 
available," he said. 

Peter Jones, a British 
exhibitor who breeds the 
majestic birds, explained 
that swift tracking of fal- 
cons is essential. “If they 
don’t return, you have to 
find diem before they've 
eaten their prey because 
then they will fly off,” he 
warned. 

Science also plays a major 
role in the breeding of fal- 


cons. 

“To be in good shape, they 
lave to be stocky. They 
need to be strong and brave 
to be good hunting birds. 
We breed them like thor- 
oughbred racehorses, for 
bloodline and pedigree," 
said Helen MacDonald of 
Hunting Falcons Interna- 
tional from Wales. 

Her company, which sup- 
plies 20-30 birds a year to 
the family of President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan in Abu Dhabi, spe- 
cialises in scientifically- 
designed vitamins for the 
large Arab falcons. The pro- 
teins “reduce strain" and 
“increase resistance to dis- 
ease.” 

The basic paraphernalia 
have also been “jazzed up,” 
as one exhibitor put it. 


The burqa, or leather 
hoods, are used to keep the 
falcon calm. 

“We’ve taken the tradi- 
tional Arab design and 
added some touches of gold 
to the burqa,’’ he said. 

A perch, or wakr in Ara- 
bic, made of hardwood and 
with an astro-turf top costs 
around ^75, while the 
burqas were priced in the 
exhibition at between $50 
and $100. 

Falcon safaris in Zimbab- 
we were also on offer, open- 
ing up a new destination 
rather than Morocco. Pak- 
istan or Iran. 

MacDonald acknowl- 
edged, however. that 
despite the technical 
advances, the basics have 
remained much the same 
since falconry was intro- 


duced to the region around 
the time of the Prophet 
Mohammad and the spread 
of Islam. 

“In the Gulf, falconers 
have a very strong relation- 
ship with their birds, and 
that's what counts in the 
end,” she said, adding that 
many Arabs still prefer to 
catch and train their own 
falcons to hunt for houbara 
bustards and rabbits. 

An emirari visitor, 
Muraaid Obaid, 37, wearing 
the traditional white dish- 
dasba robe of the Gulf 
Arabs, explained the fasci- 
nation: “It’s the sport not 
just the hunt that counts. 

“To get a wild falcon and 
train it is a real challenge. 
And we don't want our 
sport to die out like our 
other traditions.” 


By Karl Penhaul 

Reuters 

BOGOTA (R) — Colom- 
bians are trapped between 
the balloL box and the bullet 
as Marxist rebels wage their 
fiercest campaign ever to 
sabotage local elections set 
for this month. 

The two main guerrilla 
armies have already killed 
more than 30 election hope- 
fuls. kidnapped 200 others 
and forced at least 1,200 to 
bow out of politics under 
threat of death in 126 of the 
country’s 1,072 municipali- 
ties. They have also 
announced an imminent 
“armed strike.” a nation- 
wide military offensive, in 
an effort to frighten voters 
away from the Oct. 26 poll 
for provincial governors, 
mayors and town council- 
lors. 

The government and lead- 
ers of the ruling liberal and 
opposition conservative 
parties say Colombia’s 
democratic system is under 
fire. But the rebels call this 
system a “ grotesque carni- 
val” and a thin disguise for a 
“dictatorship” that serves 


Colombian election under fire 


Colombia's economic and 
political elites. 

“The elections in Colom- 
bia have been distorted, 
manipulated and corrupted 
by the oligarchies ... we will 
begin the destruction of this 
dictatorship of local power 
barons and their politicians, 
‘leaders of the revolution- 
ary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC), Latin 
America’s oldest and largest 
rebel army, said in a recent 
communique. 

“Either there will be 
democracy for eveiybody or 
not for anybody. Colombia 
for the workers” the smaller 
Cuban-inspired National 
Liberation Army said in a 
statement explaining their 
efforts to torpedo the vote. 

Military on red alert 

President Ernesto Sampler 
has resisted calls from local 
authorities and the candi- 
dates to postpone the elec- 
tions in the face of unrelent- 


ing guerrilla attacks and has 
instead placed the military 
on red alert. 

Armed forces Chief Gen. 
Manuel Jose Bonett, 
already battling some of the 
bloodiest guerrilla violence 
in three decades of conflict* 
warned of an upsurge in 
“urban terrorism” as the 
poll nears. So far, his troops 
have been powerless to 
keep the guerrillas from 
bombing campaign offices 
and murdering candidates at 
will. 

Gilbeno Toro, chairman 
of the Independent Federa- 
tion of Municipalities, con- 
ceded that the legitimacy of 
the election results may be 
questioned in areas where 
few or no candidates 
remained or abstention was 
high. 

But he said shelving the 
ballot would send the wrong 
signal to the men of vio- 
lence. “Cancelling the elec- 
tions at this stage would be 
giving in to those people 


who through force of arms 
want to sabotage the elec- 
tion,” he said. 

While members of the rul- 
ing elite rage against the 
rebels’ “electoral terror- 
ism,” few vociferously con- 
demn the widespread voter 
fraud that the guerrillas use 
to justify their actions. 

“In all democracies there 
are imperfections... but 
Colombia has a very solid, 
very mature democracy,” 
Interior Minister Carlos 
Holmes told Reuters. 

Voter fraud more wide- 
spread than rebel violence 

To date, however, more 
than 55,600 phantom voters 
have been found on elec- 
toral rolls in more than 170 
municipalities — more than 
the number hit by guerrilla 
violence. Election officials 
say that is “just the tip of the 
iceberg” of efforts by main- 
stream political groups to 
swing the vote in key areas. 

“There’s a displacement 
of people from one area to 


another in order to back a 
certain candidate," said a 
national electoral board 
official who asked not to be 
named. 

To Sen. Hernan Motta 
Motta of the radical left- 
wing Patriotic Union Party 
(UP), false voter registra- 
tion is just another symptom 
of Colombia’s corrupt “pol- 
itics as usual.” 

‘The electoral system in 
Colombia has a democratic 
appearance but underneath 
there’s a state of terror," Mr. 
Motta said, adding that 
since the up was set up in 
1985 more than 3,500 mem- 
bers have been murdered by 
right-wing death squads 
who accuse them of being 
the mouthpiece of the 
FARC. 

Some political analysts 
say the election sabotage is 
simply another battle in a 
wider turf war in which 
some Western diplomats 
says the guerrillas already 
have de facto control of 40 


per cent of the country. 

“(The guerrillas) are 
armies of local occupation, 
armed powers that compete 
for the least densely popu- 
lated areas of the country,” 
El Tiempo columnist Her- 
nando Gomez wrote. “For 
them their offensive against 
the elections is a question of 
sovereignty and defending 
their territory against the 
roost injurious form of 
external meddling: The for- 
mal election of local author- 
ities.” 

Rebel sources say the 
election sabotage campaign 
is not an end in itself but is 
intended to serve as the 
clarion call for a wave of 
peasant marches and other 
1 political -military actions to 
5 press their root demands for 
sweeping agrarian reform, 
greater social justice and a 
radical overhaul of the state. 

“These elections and our 
campaign against them is 
just the beginning, things 
will not simply calm down 
after Oct 26,” one FARC 
source told Reuters. 


France: IAEA should close nuclear file on Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

was still seeking. 

He also noted a paragraph in an 
October report from Richard But- 
ler, head of UNSCOM, saying the 
council could decide that “certain 
residual aspects of the disarmament 
process may be able to be dealt 
with by moving them into the 
realm of long-term monitoring.” 
Diplomats believe the IAEA is 
being cautious after it was accused 
of being unable to detect Iraq’s 
nuclear programmes before and 
after the Gulf war. 

France and Russia have wanted 
some easing of sanctions for sever- 


al years and have considerable sup- 
port throughout * the United 
Nations, with many countries com- 
plaining that Washington’s rough 
line is linked to domestic political 
considerations. 

But this cannot be done untiJ 
weapons requirements are satis- 
fied. 

France and, especially, Russia are 
owed money by Iraq, which Bagh- 
dad has not been able to pay since 
the sanctions were imposed. 
French oil companies also have 
negotiated long-term agreements to 
help modernise Iraq’s petroleum 
industry once the sanctions are lift- 
ed. 


Palestinians accuse Israel of stalling ahead of Ross mission 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Netanyahu, in turn, contin- 
ued his hard line, ruling out the top 
Palestinian demands in the peace 
process. He told Israel Radio on 
Saturday that “everything depends 
on the Pales tinians ’ willingness to 
fight terrorism.” 

He also echoed his rejection of a 
complete freeze on settlement con- 
struction* a key P alestini an 
demand. In particular he said a halt 
to construction of anew settlement 
on the hilltop of Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab east Jerusalem, which 
brought the peace process to a halt 
when it was begun last March, was 


out of the question. 

“This government has the right to 
build in Jerusalem. No one has 
asked for it and there's no question 
[of a halt],” he said. 

He also rejected die other main 
Palestinian demand, implementa- 
tion of a three-stage Israeli army 
withdrawal from parts of the West 
Bank, saying it would not occur 
“without the guarantee that the 
Palestinian [National] Authority is 
fighting terrorism.” 

The issue of redeployments and 
settlements are to be addressed in 
the Washington talks between 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy and PNA negotiator Mah- 


moud Abbas, joined by U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine Albright on 
Oct. 27. 

Those talks are to tackle the 
broader issues impeding the full 
revival of the peace process, partic- 
ularly final-status negotiations, 
while the negotiating committees 
continue their work, in a frame- 
work set up by Ms. Albright last 
month. 

The negotiating committees deal 
with obtaining Israeli approval to 
open air and sea ports in the Gaza 
Strip, to create a land route for 
Palestinians between the West 
Bank and Gaza, and to release 
Palestinian prisoners. 
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JORDAN MAGNESIA COMPANY LTD. 
Pre-Qualification of Turnkey Contractor for 
Magnesium Oxide Project 
Tender No.: MgO-3197 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Jordan Magnesia Company intends to erect a plant to produce high 
quality Magnesium Oxide in Jordan. The plant will be designed for the 
production of 50000 tonnes per year of High Quality Dead Burned 
Magnesium Oxide and 10000 tonnes per year of Speciality Products from 
Dead Sea brine by using the Precipitation Process. The plant will be located 
at the southern end of the Dead Sea, close to the Arab Potash Complex near 
the town of Safi, approximately 120 km south of Amman and 220 km north 
of the Red Sea port of Aqaba. A product storage and ship loading facility 
will be located at Aqaba, which form part of the project. 


SCOPE OF CONTRACT 


Tender documents will be issued to qualified contractors which will 
include a basic engineering package requiring tenders on a turnkey basis. 
The Contract will include detail engineering design for all. disciplines 
covering both Safi site & Aqaba terminal including Civil, Structural, 
Mechanical, Piping, Electrical, Controls and Instrumentation, Building 
Services and Fire Protection, and procurement of all plant process and 
utility equipment and delivery to site. Construction will include temporary 
construction facilities, site preparation, foundations, buildings and steel 
structures, installation of all mechanical/electrical equipment, 
instrumentation, piping systems, tanks, bins, loading & unloading facilities 
and painting. The contract will also include testing, commissioning , ■ 
start-up and putting the plant into normal operation, plus one year 
maintenance guarantee. 


PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS 

Interested contractors who have the necessary design and construction 
resources may apply for the Pre-Qualification Booklet. This booklet will 
explain in general, the services required, and is available until November 


10 th , 1997 against 300 US$ from 


JORDAN MAGNESIA COMPANY LTD. - 

ADLI CENTER- SHMEISANI 
P.O. BOX 941701, 11194, AMMAN- JORDAN 
TEL. 9626 691201/3/4 & 9626 695945 FAX 9626 695939 & 9626 691156 


Final date for submitting the prequalification documents is 12:00 hrs noon, 
November 20 th 1 1997. 

Chairman of the Board 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 False god 
5 Hastened 
9 Gaseous element 

14 Singer Guthrie 

15 Cat sound 

16 Wake up 

17 Mr. Uris 

18 Tune 

19 Lower in rank 

20 Yegg 

23 WonderfuII 

24 Houston 
favorites 

25 African antelope 

27 Get-up-and go 
30 Puts away 
33 Kind of race 
37 Arizona Indian 

39 — avis 

40 Rhythm" 

41 Gay- 

42 Warble 

43 Vets 

44 Middle East 
prince 

45 Free-for-an 

46 Narrow sandy 
ridges 

48 Band of Kaffir 
warriors 
50 With 62A, 

Intfiana city 

52 Aquatic herb 
57 Old Tokyo 
59 Sponsors 
62 See 50 A 

64 Humdinger 

65 Club fees 

66 Mortise and — 

67 Actress 
Anderson 

68 — homo! 

69 Church parts 

70 — boyi 

71 Saaks Rax 
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by Don Johnson 


DOWN 

1 Tree used for 
floats 

2 Locations 

3 In the air 

4 Troglodyte 

5 Meager 

6 Aqua — 

7— the Red 
8 Duck 


9 Aik's resting 
place 

10 Steal 

11 Banister's kin 

12 Greek peak 

13 Want 

21 Snug 

22 — Dinsmore 
26 Scandinavians 

28 Pretense 

29 Shinto temple 
gateway 

31 Fish-esrtfrig WnJ 

32 Wiseman 

33 Fair attraction 

34 Selves 

35 Come into 
conflict 

36 Puzzled 

38 Hairdo, briefly 

4i zm 

45 Grain grincfing 
place 

47 Flemish painter 
49 Illinois town 
51 —Gay 
53 — , but wiser 


Puzzle solved: 
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□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
□BEQQ SHOE □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 



01997 Trtbwa Ueda Services, tnc. 
AH rights reserved. 


54 Playing card 

55 Upright 

56 Donkeys 

57 Miss Ken 


58 Profound 

60 Tangle 

61 Lease 
63 Caviar 
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Jordan prepares 
list of projects 
to submit at Doha 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministiy of Planning has pre- 
pared (baft projects that will 
be submitted to the Doha 
Economic Conference which 
is expected to be held in 
November. The minis try said 
Saturday that the projects 
were selected in accordance 
with the priorities for the Jor- 
danian national economy and 
with a view. to attracting the 
interested investors from the 
private sector. 

The projects include the 
following: 

1. Free sea port and the eco- 
nomic sector In Aqaba. 

This category concerns the 
transformation of the Aqaba 
region into a free zone which 
will include trade, tourist, 
shipping, ship maintenance, 
medical services, and other 
relevant projects. The govern- 
ment plans to invest S3 bil- 
lion in nine years to create the 
Aqaba free Zone (AFZ). 
starting from 1998. 

2 Water sector and waste 
water sectors 

This category concerns 
treatment of wastewater in 
Amman and Zarqa gover- 
norates and supplying 
Amman with drinking water 
from the Disi Basin, about 
325 kilometres south of 
Amman 

3. Energy sector 

This covers enlarging the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery at 
Zarqa and exploring for oil 


and gas as well as for oil 
shale 

4. Industrial sector 

This category focuses on 
creating small industrial 
workshops, creating a magne- 
sium plant Dear the Dead Sea. 

According to a recent feasi- 
bility study carried out by a 
Russian company, the total 
cost of the whole plant will 
reach $300 million. 

The government will also 
put on the agenda for the 
Doha conference construct- 
ing a potassium nitrate and 
calcium phosphate plant and 
a granite extraction project 

5. Transport sector 

Projects in this sector 

include building railways to 
connect the Shidiyeh Phos- 
phate Mines with Aqaba and 
constructing an industrial 
wharf to meet the rise in the 
movement of passengers and 
goods at Aqaba.. 

6. Tourism sector 

This category covers 
developing the baptising site 
of Jesus Christ in the Jordan 
River area, developing the 
desert castles and the Wadi 
Araba regions, as well as 
implementing a tourist pro- 
ject in the northern parts, of 
the Jordan Valley between 
Jordan and Israel. Included 
also are developing the Um 
Qais site and the amendment 
of other touristic sites in that 
area as well as building new 
hotels. 


Sudanese deputies 
accuse government 
of ignoring poverty 


KHARTOUM ( AFP) — 

Sudanese members of parlia- 
ment have accused the Islamic 
military leadership of exacerbat- 
ing poverty in the war-tom coun- 
try with its economic policies, 
according to press reports. The 
government economic policies 
have further impoverished the 
poor and enriched the rich, creat- 
ing a new class,” Islamist mem- 
ber of parliament Suad A1 Fatih 
said during a heated debate on a 
policy statement by President 
Omar A1 Bashir. 

Mr Fatih criticised what he 
called the government's “mar- 
ginal spending on luxurious 
office furniture, fleets of expen- 
sive deluxe motorcars and exces- 
sive appropriations.” 

He said Sudan's leaders must 
concentrate on improving gener- 
al living standards because “the 
people cannot bear any more." 


Other members of parliament 
also called for efforts to address 
poverty in fee upcoming budget. 
due-feJanuary.— • 

Qamer Hassan Al Tahir, a 
deputy far fee Nuba mountain 
region of South Kbrdofan 
province, said: "The Sudanese 
people have been patient with the 
National Salvation Revolution 
(Bashir’s government) for eight 
years reaching a terrible and hor- 
rifying situation." 

He demanded feat fee national 
assembly, or parliament, come 
up with an answer to the peoples 
problems or '‘dissolve itself and 
leave the matter to the executive 
body” 

Yassin Omar Tmam accused 
state banks of practising usury by 
imposing high rates of interests 
on loans for financing economic 
activities. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) People are m the m ood to 
©D their secrets. This ought io be pretty interesting. If 
ihore’s any thing you want to know, ask now. By tomorrow 
jftl'he too late. This will be especially noticeable in mat- 
ters concerning your neighbours, siblings, taxes and other 
L people’s money. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1997 


By Linda C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc, ] 


.TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) ff there’s anything you 
[ want to keep private about your income or expenses, be 
careful The dances of your partner finding out are high. 
If feat will create a problem, better think of a good excuse 
immediately. Or better yet, pot in tire correction before 


anyone notices. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Although you’re even bet- 
ter than usual at expressing yomself todav,be cautious. 
Mercury, your ruling planet, has just gone into Scorpio. 
Immediately instigate defensive manoeuvres. Stan dis- 
pensing information strictly on a "‘need to know” basis. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) Do you ever get the feel- 
ing that somebody's talking about you behind your back? 
■Well, that could be happening. Have you got a cold? Peo- 
ple pight counties over will send you chicken soap and 
cards of consolation. Don’t worry, just don’t mention any- 
thing that’s co nfide ntial. 


LEO: (July 23 to August 22) The moon in Gemini means 
yodrftiends are all in the mood to talk. They want to 
exchange ideas, share thoughts and tell stories. Mercury in 
Scorpio indicates there will be a little stretching of the 
truth. going on. Don’t believe everything you hear. 


VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) An older person 
has something: to gjve you. It’s not money, and it’s not 
even good advice. It is more like motivation. This person 
could talk down to you. That could inspire you to develop 
more of your talents. You may end up thanking this jerk. 
So stop by far a visitor caQ. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) Continue with 
your adventure. If you have not started out yet, get going. 
It is time you spent a little money on yourself for a 
change. You and your sweetheart don’t need an agenda. 
What you really want is freedom. You've been locked up 
jri a box for way too long. 


SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) Luckily, Mer- 
cury is going into your sign. This is only the beginning. 
Yout htek is cfemgmg for the better. There’s still a lot of 
mindless chatter going on. Use it to your advantage. Don’t 
tell your own secrets, of course. Instead, find out what’s 
going-on in everyone else’s lives. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
enjoy 'digging out the truth, even if it means tossing out 
your, own personal prejudices. Your life is an open book, 
and it*s darned interesting one ai that* Today, however, you 
should-keep a few chapters to yourself. Make your confes- 
sions to a priest, not to your competitor. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Get the 
whofe-fermly involved in a household project. Have them 
ftvite fhefr friends over, too. Provide plenty of hot dogs 
and soda pep. You can get that picket fence painted before 
the rains set in: Or maybe it’s a new roof you need. What- 
ever, the more the merrier 


AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 19) An older per- 
son holds to a very high standard. Although most of your 
friends and loved ones think you’re magnificent, one 
important person is hard fe please. That’s OK. The harder 


you have to try, the more powerful you'll become. Face, the 
challenge and meet it. 


FlSGES: (Febinraiy T9 to March 20) There’s a lot of talk 


today,, tra -how much of it is true? What should you 
bdieye?vWel], y om- own intuition’s pretty good — start 


there.; D6tf r rail for symbolism over substance. Listen 
carefuEy to to apersdawho doesn’t say much. Then, judge 
bj^tbe r^rlts,n0^^meotion.,. ' 
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“Notice any improvement? 
I’ve been working out on the 
lip machine at the health club!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike AipWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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Now arrange the circled letters 
form the surprise answer, as sW 
■Rested by the above cartoon. 
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Jumbles: BERET BANJO STUPID CYMBAL 
Answer What she hoped to And on the cnteeaW 
HER DREAMBOAT 
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Easing interest rate requires 3-6 months 
to adjust pricing deposits —Aqel 


** REPLYING TO the question of why 
banks did not lower interest rates on 
loans and credit advances following a 
drop in interest rates on certificates of 
deposit, issued by the Central Bank, a 
senior Jordanian banker lists five rea- 
sons. 

Mufleh Aqel, an executive regional 
manager at the Arab Bank, sees as one 
good reason, the strong opposition of the 
depositors to ease interest on their sav- 
ings and the desire of the banks to main- 
tain continued smooth and satisfactory 
relationship with their clients. 

Mr. Aqel says some time should pass 
between lowering interest on deposits 
and loans and advances. He explains that 
this period, called “lead time,” gives 
banks time to adjust pricing their credits 
after having adjusted pricing their 
deposits. This period takes between three 
to six months, the senior banker said. 

“The banks have not forgotten the liq- 
uidity shortage that prevailed in 1996 and 
we hope that demand on loans will be 
revived in 1998 to compensate the banks 
for the high cost of deposits,” Mr. Aqel 
said pointing out that banks do not wish 
to make a tangible reduction in interest 
rates so as not to drive depositors to other 


options. 

Mr. Aqel indicated that interest on cer- 
tificates of deposit is not really an inter- 
est on deposits but rather an investment 
of banks' surplus for a short period. Fur- 
thermore, lower interest on deposits is a 
result of ample liquidity which the banks 
are not yet assured of its continuity, the 
Arab Bank’s senior official said. 

The banker saw higher investments as a 
result of lowering interest rate on loans 
and credit advances but stressed that “we 
should not expect miracles from reducing 
interest by one per cent" He said banks 
are willing to extend credits to a viable 
project at an interest rate less by one per 
cent than the rate prevailing in the mar- 
ket. 

Mr. Aqel concluded by noting that the 
banking system in Jordan is passing 
through a, serious stage of reform, mod- 
ernisation and administrative develop- 
ment. “This stage started with developing 
controls and implementing international 
standards as well as improving disclo- 
sure policies, consolidating self-financial 
capabilities and cutting advantages to 
create a more efficient competitive cli- 
mate.” Mr. Aqel said (Al Ra'I + Al Arab 
Al Yawm). 
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Repeat of 1987 stocks crash seen unlikely 


NEW YORK (R) _ T en 
years after Wall Street's 
spectacular crash shook the 
world, global players 
believe a repeat is unlikely, 
but they also have a “never, 
say never” attitude and 
refuse to rule it out 

Just as the plates beneath 
the earth’s surface shift in 
an earthquake, a market 
with more than $10 trillion 
worth of stock outstanding 
may occasionally shift and 
there is no force that can 
stand in its way, the experts 
warn. 

“If somebody wanted to 
bet a meaningful amount of 
money that we're going to 
have a crash. I’d like to be 
on the other side of it,” said 
Barrie Wigmore l limited 
partner at Goldman. Sachs 
Co., who has just complet- 
ed the first of a two- volume 
history titled “securities 
markets in the 19S0s.” 

“It could happen again 
but it certainly won’t hap- 
pen the same way the last 
one happened,” said Hugh 
Johnson, chief investment 
officer at Fust Albany 
Corp. Mr. Johnson believes 
another crash is possible 
but not likely. 

Mr. Johnson said there are 
two ingredients necessary 
for a crash: Overvaluation, 
which follows an extended 
period of speculation, and 
some mechanism in the 
financial system that turns 
an orderly decline into a 
major retreat. 

In the crash of 1929 the 
mechanism that led to a 
crash was heavy use of 


margin debt, Mr. Johnson 
said, while in 1987, Portfo- 
lio Insurance played a key 
role. 

Several studies that 
looked at the crash of 1987 
cited the role of Portfolio 
Insurance, a strategy of 
selling futures as the market 
falls. The objective was to 
cushion a portfolio against 
further losses. The studies 
said portfolio insurance 
interacted with index arbi- 
trage, in which professional 
investors bought stocks and 
sold futures, or vice versa, 
to take advantage of price 
discrepancies. 

Ten years later, most 
experts say that while Port- 
folio Insurance was a factor 
in the 1987 crash, it was 
one part of a complicated 
equation involving global 
trade, corporate mergers 
and other forces. 

When the big market 
break came, the Dow indus- 
trials recorded a drop of 
508 points, or 22.6 per cent, 
on Ocl 19, 1987, as volume 
ballooned to more than 600 
million shares, triple the 
heaviest volumes up until 
that point. The decline in 
the Dow from a peak above 
2,700 in late August 1987 
amounted to 36.1 per cent 

By Mr. Wigmore 's 
account, certain com- 
bustibles present in 1987 
included overvaluation due 
to intense merger activity, 
large flows of money into 
stock mutual funds, and 
foreign money coming into 
the U.S. market. Against 
that background, the stock 


market had ignored rising 
interest rates, contributing 
to overvaluation. 

At the same time, Mr. 
WIgmore said, there were 
“weak links,” including a 
specialist system on the 
New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE) ill-equipped to 
handle heavy volume if it 
was all in one direction, and 
the dependence of brokers 
on short-term borrowings to 
finance their securities 
inventories. 

Mr. Wigmore said 
“matches" that helped set 
the markets on fire 10 years 
ago included rising infla- 
tion, rising interest rates, a 
move in the U.S. Congress 
to impose a severe tax 
penalty on mergers, and 
statements by tben-Trea- 
sury Secretary James Baker 
that suggested that the 
United States might use a 
lower dollar as a club 
against Germany and 
Japan. 

A big crack in the markets 
actually appeared the Fri- 
day before the Monday 
crash when stocks and 
stock index futures dropped 
sharply in the final 30 min- 
utes, as foreign investors, 
U.S. institutions, and most 
importantly, individual 
investors, began to panic. 

Mr. Wigmore said that 
based on a statistical model 
that includes earnings esti- 
mates two years forward 
and two-year treasury rates, 
stocks are overvalued today 
by around 22 per cent, com- 
pared with a 30 per cent 
overvaluation prior to the 


1987 crash. 

While merger activity is 
strong today, it lacks the 
speculative excesses of the 
1980s and, importantly, no 
one is talking about curbing 
the mergers, Mr. Wigmore 
noted. “There are some 
fl ammab le aspects and 
some weak links, but we 
don’t really appear to have 
any matches," he said. 

However, Mr. Wigmore 
said he still considers the 
NYSE specialists to be a 
weak lick. 

The NYSE says that 
since the 1987 crash it has 
undertaken technological 
improvements, introduced 
mechanisms to bring stabil- 
ity during volatile periods, 
imposed higher capital and 
margin requirements, and 
launched cooperative 

efforts with other stock, 
futures and options mar- 
kets. 

The NYSE has installed 
systems designed to handle 
five times the average daily 
volume of around 500 mil- 
lion shares. 

A spokesman for the 
NYSE defended the spe- 
cialists, the exclusive mar- 
ket makers on the floor of 
the exchange. As much as 
90 per cent of the time the 
NYSE system matches buy- 
ers and sellers, and the rest 
of the time the specialist 
takes part of the trade. The 
specialists will step up their 
own buying and selling 
against the trend during 
times of market stress, the 
spokesman said. 

One circuit-breaker on the 


NYSE cur tails programme 
trading if the Dow moves 
up or down 50 points, and 
another is used in conjunc- 
tion with the standard 
poor’s 500 futures contract 
traded on the Chicago Mer- 
cantile Exchange. 

The Nasdaq Market, 
which also came in for crit- 
icism after the 1987 crash, 
has also upgraded its sys- 
tem. 

At a conference in New 
York last week, Robert 
Schwartz, professor of 
finance at the Baruch Col- 
lege School of Business, 
asked and answered his 
own question about a crash. 
“Can it happen again? Of 
course it can, markets are 
fragile.” But he observed 
that a lot has been learned 
since 1987. He also said it 
is important to keep the 
market from crashing for 
technical reasons. 

- “I don’t want to say that 
you can’t have a crash, but 
it’s less likely now given 
the basic fundamentals that 
I see." said William 
Lefevre, analyst at 
Ehrenkrantz King Nuss- 
baum, Inc. 

He believes a big differ- 
ence between 1987 and the 
present is that today 
younger Americans have 
been persuaded to invest in 
stocks for long-term goals 
such as retirement and edu- 
cation of their children. As 
a result, he said, money is 
not likely to come flying 
out of stock mutual funds 
and turn a moderate setback 
into the next crash. 
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MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 
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DIV. 

HO. 

or 
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SHARES 
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JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 1 
PRICE 

CHANGE 

hjCH 

LbU 

N 2.340 

1.680 

JOR . NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

18 

7375 

13758 

1.89 

1.86 



.890 

HID. EAST I MV. BK. 

72.3 

0.00 

4 

18500 

21265 

1.12 

1.10 


2.600 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

10.1 

6.18 

4 

700 






4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

14.9 

3.90 

10 

32100 

159B5B 

4.98 




.740 

JOR.CULF BANK 

4.5 

9.21 

11 

10800 

8239 





3.520 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.6 

3.34 

24 

6400 

23044 

3.64 




3.080 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

24.7 

0.00 

4 

300 

1153 

3.08 

3.85 

.03- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 236.42 <CUGi 

-0.18 

75 

76175 

229108 





=.100 1.690 JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 


5.4 


7.81 


6850 


12994 


i:9o 


1.92 - .02+ 


INSURANCE S ECTO R TOTALS 


INDEX. 114.70 XCHOi +0.11 


6850 


12994 


2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.0 

5.38 

27 

6474 

12113 





1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

22.6 

3.03 

3 

250 

943 

3.66 



1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

12. B 

6.52 

2 

1550 

1426 




3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDOC. 

9.5 

0.00 

4 

' 650 

2372 

3.64 

3.65 



.900 

2ARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

3 

6950 

6305 

.90 



2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.21 

3 

2100 

3717 

1.77 

1.77 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 110 

84 ICBC: 

-0.18 

42 

17974 
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♦ 

4.450 

3.090 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.5 

3.61 

16 

7498 

22964 

3.09 

3. OS 



4.140 

3.000 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

10.0 

2.78 

5 

50000 

180000 

3.65 




7.050 

5.450 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.0 

3.33 

2. 

500 

3000 

6.00 




11.110 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL -RET I NARY 

10.7 

8.04 

2 

75 

828 

11.11 




4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. HAKF. 

11.6 

4.74 

52 

13586 

56880 

4.32 

4.22 



1.760 

1.180 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

14.5 

6.84 

2 

550 

644 

1.18 

1.17 



1.480 

1.050 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

113 

1.08 




6.000 

4.300 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

13.7 

4.46 

2 

150 

840 

5.60 




3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALOH.IND. 

5.7 

10.20 

a 

4500 

10908 

2.39 




.710 

.450 

LIVESTOCK * POULTRY 

10.6 

0.00 

3 

2S00 

1250 





.770 

.510 

NATIONAL XNDS. 

9 

0.00 

n 

12050 

6697 

.55 

.56 



1.200 ■ 

.510 

IKTERHED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

7 

6550 

3537 

.55 




.890 

.530 

JOR. SCJLPMO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

3 

200 

137 

.67 




1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARH. CHEM. 

16.7 

5.34 

2 

500 

653 

1.32 

1.31 



1.880 

1.080 

ONIV. HODN.INDS. 

P 

.20 

10 

11250 

14175 

1.26 




1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.4 

4.58 

3 

750 

1148 

1.54 




1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.9 

0.00 

3 

1850 






1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

13 

6046 

7132 





1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. « VEG. 

51.8 

0.00 

7 

3043 

3512 

1.15 

1.14 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114.50 ZCHGx 

-0.49 

152 

12169B 

316026 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 169.80 *CHG: 

-0.28 

274 

222697 
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.610 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

30.4 

0.00 

4 

5750 

2243 ■ 

.39 

.39 



1.550 

1.060 

SARA FOR INVESTMENT 

77.4 

0.00 

9 

47000 

55470 

1-20 

1.18 

.02- 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

36 

87330 

22706 

.78 

.76 

.02- 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

25 

182500 

73000 

.40 

.40 


N 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. (30. 

P 

0.00 

2 

16QOO 

13760 

.86 

,86 

- 

N 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWL1YAH 75* 

71.0 

0.00 

6 

13B03 

7134 

.75 

.74 

.01- 

N 

1.110 

.850 

UNITED FOR FT NAN- INV 

57.3 

0.00 

1 

2000 

2200 

1.10 

1.10 

_ 

+ 

.690 

.480 

ARAB FOOD A MED. 

9 

0.00 

2 

750 

353 

.48 

.47 

.01- 


.750 

.400 

NATL - MULT . ENG . NANI CO 

9 

0.00 

25 

92850 

38069 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

Tn 

1.0SO 

.890 

HEADY MIX CONCRETE 

13.3 

0.00 

1 

300 

330 

1.05 

1.10 

.05+ 


.640 

.410 

NAYZAK DIES E MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

45 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.9 

6.67 

1 

1000 

750 

.76 

.75 

.01- 


.660 

-580 

HID EAST PHARH. 75* 

X 

0.00 

1 

250 

98 

.64 

.64 


T 

1.390 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

16 

39407 

44534 

1.38 

1.40 

.02+ 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARH. 85* 

B 

0.00 

4 

16J9 

825 

.66 

.66 



.480 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

6 

6033 

2651 

.34 

.33 

.01- 

N 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB I NT- FOOD FACT. 

41.0 

0.00 

1 

400 

340 

.85 

.85 



.840 

.580 
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7.5 

16.39 

1 
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.62 

.61 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 
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Syria 

finds 


major 
gas field 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
had to call in international 
experts to help control a poten- 
tially disastrous gas flare at a 
newly discovered natural gas 
field near the ancient city of 
Palmyra, Prime Minister Mah- 
moud Zutri told a Lebanese 


newspaper 

The gas field was discovered 
18 days ago in fee Abi Rabah 
area, some 80 kilometres 
southeast of Palmyra, which is 
250 kilometres northeast of 
Damascus, the Lebanese 
newspaper As Safe quoted Mr. 
Zu'bi as saying in an interview 
published Saturday. 

“The discovery of fee field 
(.the flare-up of gas) made a 
huge thunder which echoed in 
fee Syrian desert and there was 
a need to seek help from some 
in ternati onal expert bouses to 
control the flow, which contin- 
ued for several days before it 
was brought under control,” 
Me Zu’bi was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Oil industry sources said the 
discovery was made by the 
state-run Syrian Petroleum 
Company (SPC), which is still 
evaluating the exact capacity of 
the field- 

“Tests showed that one well 
has a capacity of producing 
one milli on cubic metres of gas 
per day,” one source said. The 
whole field may produce over 
two million cubic metres of gas 
a day, be added. The region 
where the gas field was discov- 
ered had teen a concession 
area held by the U.S. Marathon 
Group, but was abandoned as 
having no oil or gas reserves, 
the oil industry source said. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sate furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUBi a KS I fr 





ShmeisanJ - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone; 604042 
SweiffehTefc 823801 



CROWh MOTEL 


•OLYMPIC SEE 
SWIMMING 
' TENNIS &. 
SQUASH 
COURTS 
SAUNA, 
JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 



Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station HD. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 

OR 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Condittoned 
ftses Around fee CLOCK 
Every 30 Mriutes from AWtafi 
to Airport and Back 


684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 


For Fifeher Detafis call 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaB Branch 653313 


Atmum 



GuaKy Serviced Suiles 
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Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 
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Sweifiyeh 


Hajarat Complex 
tsl 864230 - 8651671 
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10 Sports 


World Cun qualifiers 


Holyfield 


Kazakhstan bounce back motivation 


to defeat UAE 


ALMATY (Agencies) — 
Kazakhstan finally recov- 
ered their form here 
Saturday, putting on a 
classy second half perfor- 
mance to beat the United 
Arab Emirates 3-0 in the 
Asia Group B World Cup 
qualifying round. 

Kazakhstan, who had 
drawn three and lost two in 
their previous five World 
Cup qualifying matches, 
put the UAE under sus- 
tained pressure right from 
the start, and towards half- - 
time the Arab visitors were 
reeling but still in the 
game. 

The UAE team launched 
some sporadic counter- 
attacks before half-time, 
but were overwhelmed by 
Kazakhstan's second-half 
offensive. 

As the sun beat down on 
the Almaty stadium, stick- 
tapping home fans in the 
20,000-strong crowd 
roared with delight as fair- 
haired Vitaly Sparishev 
headed in a cross from the 
left in the 55th minute,! 
putting Kazakhstan one 


goal up. 

Kazakhstan kept up the 
pressure, and were reward- 
ed with a second goal in the 
73rd minute, when Pavel 
Yevtiyev drove a low shot 
past the Emirates keeper. 

Five minutes later, 
Dmitry Yurist pounced on a 
mistake by an Emirates 
defender to go on a solo run 
and slam the ball in the 
Arab net, putting 
Kazakhstan 3-0 up. 

As full-time approached, 
the Emirates launched a 
desperate counter-attack, 
and a clumsy tackle by a 
Kazakh defender triggered 
an ugly punch-up. 

The brawl threatened to 
escalate, with several play- 
ers trading blows, and the 
Kazakh police ready to 
intervene. 


Iran top Group A 


However, referee Haji 
Yakoub Nik-Ahmad from 
Malaysia managed to sepa- 
rate the players before 
blowing the final whistle, 
and the two captains shook 
hands as they led their 
teams off. 


In Tehran, Alireza 
Mansourian scored three 
minutes after the opening 
kickoff and Iran rode the 
support its 100.000 fans to 
an easy 4-1 victory over 
China on Friday, moving it 
well within sight of France 
and next year's World Cup 
finals. 

The victory gave Iran a 3- 
2-0 record and 11 points 
arop Asia’s second-round 
group a, four points ahead 
of Kuwait Saudi Arabia 
and China (all 2-1-2) with 
three games remaining. 

Kuwait beat Saudi Arabia 
2-1 later Friday. 

After next week's game 
at Riyadh, Iran has Kuwait 
at home and last-placed 
Qatar at Doha. 

Only the two group win- 
ners are assured of qualify- 
ing, while the runners-up 
face off for a third spot and 
the loser of the playoff tak- 
ing on Oceania winner 
Australia for a possible 
fourth berth. 

Besides sending the large 





Nathalie Tauziat of France celebrates her victory against Lisa Raymond of United 
States after their semifinals match at the European Championships in Kloten, 
October 18. Thuziat won 6-3 7-5 to advance to the finals (Renters photo) 


Tauziat ousts Raymond in Zurich 


ZURICH (AFP) — American Lisa 
Raymond failed to show the form which 
produced a stunning victory over world 
No.l Martina Hingis when she lost to 
unseeded Nathalie Tauziat of France in the 
semi-finals of the WTA Tour event here on 
Saturday. 

Raymond, who handed Hingis only her 
fourth defeat of the year by winning a three- 
setter on Friday night, found Tauziat in no 
mood to surrender as the French player won 
6-3, 7-5 to reach the final of the $926,250 
event 

Fourth-seeded Lindsay Davenport of the 
United States will face Tauziat in the final. 


Davenport continued the run of upsets in 
the event when she downed second-seeded 
Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic 6-4. 6- 
1 in the other semi. 

After losing the opening game of the sec- 
ond set Davenport then raced back with a 
superb run of six straight games to seal the 
match. 

She used a superb passing shot to get the 
first break and then took complete control 
as an increasingly desperate Novotna 
repeatedly fired the ball wide inro the tram- 
lines. 


TEU634I44 


crowd into a frenzy at 
Azadi stadium, 

Mansourian’s goal enabled 
the Iranians to dominate 
and shocked the Chinese, 
who never seemed to 
regain their composure. 

Iran attacked repeatedly 
and only the inspired play 
of Chinese goalkeeper Ou 
Chu Liang kept the score 
from being worse. 

His spectacular saves 
kept china within a goal 
until one minute before 
halftime, when Ali Asghar 
Modir Rousta caught him a 
few metres off his line 
lobbed the ball into the net. 

The Iranians maintain ed 
their pressure into the sec- 
ond half and Karim 
Bagheri made in 3-0 in the 
68th minute. 

Five minutes later, Ali 
Daei completed the rout 
with a well-placed left- 
footer. 

China’s consolation goal 
came in the 87th minute 
when Mao Yi Jun scored 
from long range. 


HOUSTON (AFP)— After 
two compelling bouts with 
Mike Tyson, Evander 
Holyfield said Friday that 
he is concerned about his 
motivation ahead of his 
upcoming world heavy- 
weight title unification 
bout with Michael Moorer. 

Holyfield holds the WB A 
title after his pair of victo- 
ries of Tyson and will be 
a imin g to add Moorer’s 
EBF dtle to his collection 
when they meet in Las 
Vegas on November 8. 

At the moment, Holyfield 
is finding it hard to get up 
for the unification bout. 

“When you have a guy 
like Mike Tyson, and all 
the publicity that brings, 
you really have something 
to fight for”. 

“The big thing for me is 
to be self-motivated. 

“Michael Moorer can 
lure you to sleep and cause 
you to look lousy. I will 
have to dictate the pace and 
do the things that I have to 
do to be successful.” 


Giants, Lions are 
knocking at the door 


NEW YORK (AP) — The New York Giants and Detroit 
Lions have a common purpose when they meet at the 
Siiverdome on Sunday — prove to the other teamc in their 
divisions that they’re legitimate contenders in the 
American National Football League. 

“This will tell a lot,” says linebacker Jessie Armstead of 
■ the Giants, who have won three straight to get to 4-3. the 
same record the win-one, lose-one Lions bring into the 
game. 

Both teams are in position to move up. 

The Lions are a game behind the Packers. Bucs and 
Vikings, all 5-2 in the NFC Central Division and all off 
this week. The Giants are second in the NFC East, a half- 
game behind Washington and a half-game ahead of Dallas, 
whom they beat two weeks ago. 

The weekend began Thursday night with Kansas City 
routing San Diego 31-3. 

In other Sunday games. Arizona is at Philadelphia: 
Carolina at New Orleans; Jacksonville at Dallas; New 
England at the New York Jets: San Francisco at Atlanta; 
Seattle at St Louis; Washington at Tennessee; Denver at 
Oakland; Miami at Baltimore, and Pittsburgh at Cincinnati. 

Buffalo is at Indianapolis on Monday night 

Chicago, Green Bay, Minnesota and Tampa Bay are idle. 

The Giants-Lions game has an interesting matchup — 
Barry Sanders against a defence that hasn't allowed any- 
one to run for 100 yards against it all season. Last week, 
Sanders rusbed for 215, including TD runs of 82 and 80 
yards as the lions upset Tampa Bay 27-9. 

“We've sort of found a groove,” says Sanders, who has 
five straight 100-yarders after gaining just 53 in his first 
two. “It's been a more balanced attack with the addition of 
a fullback and a tight end who has more responsibilities. 

The Giants, who beat the Lions 35-7 in Pontiac last sea- 
son, are well aware of the problems Sanders presents. 
Some of their younger players are even in awe. 

“With a lot of guys, who get out there and he’s not as 
good as he looks on film.” says Sam Games, New York’s 
rookie strong safety, who will face sanders for the first 
time. 

“But everybody says Barry’s different — Barry’s better.” 

The Denver-Oakland game, which follows a bye week 
for both teams, looked like a pivotal game in die NFC 
West when the schedule first came out. But while the 
Broncos (6-0) have established themselves as the NFL’s 
best team, the Raiders (2-4) are perhaps the league's 
biggest disappointment 

But the rivalry persists. j 

“There’s no love lost between these two teams,” Denver 
safety Steve Atwater said. “They want to beat us with a 
passion, and we want to beat them with a passion.” 

Passion aside, the matchups seem to favour Denver. 

Denver’s Terrell Davis leads the AFC in rushing with 756 
yards, 32 fewer than Sanders in one less game, and the 
Raiders are 28th against the run in a 30-team league. 

The same kind of ne'gative matchup faces Washington as 
it goes to Tennessee. 

The Redskins (4-2) are 29th against the run. 

One reason is Washington’s first-rate pass defence, fea- 
turing comerbacks Darrell Green and Cris Dishman. But 
the other is that three of .the 81005’ four defencive line 
starters (Chris Mims, Jamal Duff and Rich Owens) are ber- 
ter pass-rushers than nw-stuffers. 

That gives the Oilers (2-4) a use for Eddie George, who 
is averaging 4.5 yards a carry. It doesn't however, guar- 
antee Tennessee a home-field advantage — the Oilers have 
drawn a little over 17,000 fans for each of their last two 
games. 1 
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Byron Black of Zimbabwe returns a serve during his semi-final match against Boris 
Becker of Germany at the Marlboro championships in Hong Kong. Black beat 
Becker 7-6 (7-3) 6-7 (6-8) 6-4 and will face Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil in the final on 
Sunday (Reuters pboto) 
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Black and Kuerten set 
up final countdown 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Germany’s Boris 
Becker was knocked out of the $725,000 
Hons Kong Championships here Saturday, 
losing 7-6 (7/3), 6-7 (6/8). 6^ to 
Zimbabwe's Byron Black in the semi- 
finals. 

Becker, playing only his sixth match since 
losing in the quarter-finals of this year’s 
Wimbledon, was dearly tired during the 
latter stages of the match as Black punished 
him with accurate backhand passes from 
the baseline. 

World number 22 Becker was forced to 
three sets in both his group matches in the 
round-robin stages of the competition. 

“In the third ser my legs were very slow,” 
said Becker, who sent down 22 aces. “The 
two three-set matches I had earlier this 
week probably took its toll. 

“He was hitting everything from the base- 


line and not making many mistakes. In the 
end he was a few points better than me.” 
The 60ih-ranked Black will take on 
French Open Champion Gustavo Kuerten 
in Sunday's final. Kuerten defeated 
Australian Scott Draper 6-3. 6-4 and has yet 
to lose a set in bis three matches so far this 
week. 

“I thought I played well;” said Kuerten, 
the world number 1 1 . *1 was hitting the ball 
well and was not making any mistakes.” 
Draper, who beat last year’s runner-up 
American Vince Spadea to reach the last 
four, admitted to being hapless against 
Kuerten's solid play. 

“I think I’ve played quite well this week 
but I seemed to run into a guy who is really 
hot at the moment,” said Draper. “I really 
didn’t know what to do to beat him.” 
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Boris Becker of Germany falls on the ground during his semi-final match against 
Byron Black of Zimbabwe at the Marlboro championships in Hong Kong October 18. 
Becker, who earlier has said be would not play in Grand Slam events after this year, 
was beaten by Black 6-7 (3-7) 7-6 (8-6) 4-6 (Reuters photo) 
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PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 
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Jessica Lange <£ 
Halle Berry ... in 

Tom Cruise ... in 

> 


G 

LOSING ISAIAH 

MISSION 

IMPOSSIBLE 

o 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, fr.15, 
8:30. 10:30 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30,10,30 


widham Yanas 
TEL: 625155 




Julia Roberts ... in 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 


Geena Davis & 

Samuel Jackson ...in 

THE LONG KISS 
GOOD NIGHT 

(12:30,3:30,6:15,8:30. 10:30) 


ABDOUN 


Will Smith & 
Tommy Lee Jones ... in 


ABDOUN 

Tim Alien... in 


MEN IN BLACK 


JUNGLE 2 JUNGLE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


COHCOU -J* 


FAIR GAME 

Shows: 3:30 ,6:00 only 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00. 8:30. 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10 JO 


Watch out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring fiisham Vanes 
and Amal Dabbas 
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Slovakia’s Karol Kucera serves to Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia during the semifi- 
nal match of the Czech Indoor ATP tennis tournament in Ostrava. Ivanisevic was 
forced to retire doe to an arm injury after loosing the first set 3-6 (Reuters photo) 


Haas, Santoro to contest final 


LYON (’AFP) — Unseeded German teenag- 
er Tommy Haas surprised defending cham- 
pion Yevgeny Kafelnikov on Saturday to 
advance to the final of the $750,000 ATP 
Tour event here — his first tournament 
final. 

Promising Haas, now 67th in the rank- 
ings, stunned second-seeded Kafelnikov of 
Russia 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 and will face another 
unseeded player. Frenchman Fabrice San- 
toro, in Sunday’s final. 

Santoro beat seventh-seeded Australian 
Mark Philippoussis 6-4, 6-2. 

Kafelnikov, who hadn't dropped a set all 


week, looked in command early on against 
Haas, but the 1 9-year-old German took the 
second set and then moved 5-3 in front in 
the decider after Kafelnikov served two 
successive double faults. 

Haas then held for the match — and the 
biggest win of his career — serving his 
eighth ace in the process. He punched the 
air in delight after Kafelnikov mis-bit on 
the second match point. 

Santoro, ranked 42nd, was always in 
command against Philippoussis, who strug- 
gled with his serve — usually his greatest 
weapon. 



Lens soccer player Drobnjak Anto (R) fights for the ball with Monaco soccer player 
Konjie Mohammed (L) during a French league soccer match (Renters photo) 

PSG hit the front as Metz lose 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris 
Saint Germain went top of 
the French table on Friday 
after a workmanlike 2-0 
win at Toulouse, early 
pacesetters Metz having 
gone down 2-0 at a Fat> 
rizio Ravanelli-inspired 
Marseille on Thursday. 

Class told as PSG handed 
Toulouse their first home 
defeat since promotion 
with goals from former 
Lyon duo Franck Gava and 
Florian Maurice to silence 
the 19.000 crowd. 

Gava fired home a 
deflected 20-yard effort 
after 26 minutes to put the 
visitors in control. 

And after Jerome Leroy 
had missed a good chance 
when set up by Marco 
Simone, Maurice was on 
hand to pick up a loose ball 
inside the box and poach 
his seventh of the season- 
ten minutes after the break. 

Maurice could have had 
another, but hit the bar with 
an ambitious cross shot 
three minutes from the end. 

Metz had succumbed 
Thursday to Ravanelli's 
brilliance at the Stade Velo- 
drome as the Italian scored 
his second goal in two 
matches since his 5 million 
move from Middlesbrough, 
adding decisively to a 
header from Laurent Blanc. 

The silver-haired striker 
was watched by Italian 
coach Cesare Maldini. 
checking out the 28-year- 
old’s form before the vital 
World Cup playoffs against 
Russia. 

Marseille are now fourth, 
four points behind PSG and 
three behind Bordeaux, 
who stand third after 
Thursday’s 1-0 win at 
Guingamp secured by 
Brazilian striker Rodrigues 
Ricardinho. 

Champions Monaco 


meanwhile saw their recent 
good run come to an end as 
they went down 1-0 at Lens 
who moved up to fifth, one 
point ahead of the Mone- 
gasques, with Herve 
Arsene’s winner on 52 
minutes. 

Strasbourg wanned up 
for their UEFA Cup dash 
with Liverpool by seeing 
off rock-bottom Cannes 2-0 
with goals by Gerald Bafi- 


cle and Patrick Nouma. 

It could have been a rout 
but for an inspired showing 
by Cannes’ 17-year-old 
keeper Sebastian Frey, who 
made a dozen superb stops, 
including saving a first-half 
Baticle penalty. 

Auxerre climbed to sev- 
enth with a 2-0 win over 
Bastia for their sixth win of 
the season — against six 
defeats. 


Unruly 

crowd 

j 

disrupts 

SEA 

Games 

football 

final 


JAKARTA (AFP) — An 
unruly crowd that threw 
rocks, bottles and burned 
benches during the half- 
time pause at Saturday's 
football final match 
between Thailand and 
Indonesia forced a delay in 
the game. 

Frustrated by Thailand’s 
1-0 lead in the first half, 
crowds began . to throw 
stones, empty plastic bot- 
tles and other objects onto 
the field, witnesses said. 

Some youths crashed a 
barrier separating the pub- 
lic and the football field 
and ran towards a penalty 
spot to plant an Indonesian 
flag, while others set fire 
benches and other objects 
at several locations, 
prompting a fire engine to 
enter the field to douse the 
flames, they said. 

Indonesian officials 
pleaded with the crowd 
through the public address 
system to refrain from “sul- 
lying the name and the 
pride of the nation.” 

Hundreds of soldiers and 
policemen were deployed 
to try to calm the rowdy 
crowd. 

Some 2^00 security 
members were on hand in 
and outside die stadium to 
safeguard security during 
the finals in the 110,000 
seat Senayan stadium 


Premier League roundup 

Wihdat maintain lead after 2-0 win 


the week. 


Staff Reporter 

During the past week, 
last-placed Al Karmei 
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AMMAN — Champions 

scored their first win 2-0 
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Al Wihdat maintained 

over Shabab Al Hussein, 
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League after their 2-0 win 
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over Al Hussein Saturday 
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The ninth and final week 
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1 

6' 

.4 

14 

4 

only unbeaten record so 

Wednesday and will 
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far and have a 3-point lead 
over AI Ramtfaa who 
scored a 1-0 crucial win 
over Al Faisali earlier in 


include relatively easy 
matches. 

However, teams wall be 
giving it their best hoping 


STANDINGS 


to improve or consolidate second round kicks off 
their standings before the later next month. 



Chicago BoDs star Michael Jordan <L) controls the ball as be passes Stephane 
Risacber (R) of French club Racing PSG during early action in their. 1997 
McDonald's Championship semi-final match (Reuters photo) 


Jackson 
returns 
after brain 
surgery 

GLASGOW (AFP.) — 
Celtic and Scotland star 
Darren Jackson has headed 
a football for the first time 
since undergoing brain 
surgery six weeks ago. 

Jackson suffered no 
adverse reaction and Celtic 
general manager Jock 
Brown said the forward is 
on track to return before 
the New Year, as long as a 
final brain scan next month 
gives him the all-clear. 

Brown said: “I am 

delighted to report that 
Darren has been able to 
head the ball again. 

“If the scan next month is 
OK then there is every 
indication he can then play 
again almost immediately. 
“The fact he can head the 
ball shows progress is 
good.” 


Federal Express holds 
Golf Tournament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Federal Express Jordan this weekend 
sponsored an open golf tournament at the Bisharat Golfl 
Club. 

In a unique and extraordinary display parachuters from 
the Royal Jordanian Parachute Club landed at the golf] 
[course bringing down with them the trophies for the win- 
ners. 

It was a great scene for everyone, and organisers — Fed- 
feral Express Jordan — gave a special trophy for Mr. Samih; 
Janakat, the Director of the Club. 

The winners came as follows: 

The Champion Mr. Farington 

1st place Low Handicap Mr. Telford 

2nd place Low Handicap Mr. Abu AI Hawa 
3rd place Low Handicap Mr. Auh 
1 st place High Handicap Mr. Al Ameen 
2nd place High Handicap Mr. Mussalam 
3rd place High Handicap Mr. Aunnond 
Nearest to the pin hole # 4 Mr. Pauler 
Nearest to the pin hole # 6 Mr. Abu AI Hawa 
Nearest to the pin hole # 8 Mr. Auh 
Longest Drive far hole #7 Mr. Rafter 
Longest Drive for hole # 5 Mr. Auh 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARF 
* T ANNAH HJRSCH 


PLAY OB DEFEND? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

north 

4.JS 

CAK10863 

J9 

*J96 


WEST 
*64 
CJ7 
0 A Q 6 4 
+K8543 


EAST 

*2 

Q 94 2 
vK 10 8 75 2 
*Q7 


SOUTH 
*AKQ 109873 
05 
03 

A A 10 2 

The rifting: ... 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2 * Pass 20 Pa® 

2 * Pass 

4JST Pm* 60 Pa® 

gA Pm Paw Pa® 

Opening lead: Ace of 0 

Study all four hands in the dia- 
gram above. After the lead of the 
see of diamonds and a diamond cea- 
tin nation, would you rather declare 
or defend six spadee? 

The spade is not a difficult 
one to get to after an aggressive 
demand bid. The auction shown is 
for those who use two clubs a* the 
only strong bid. If those are not 
your methods, jU9t start al the sec- 
ood line of the au ct i on . 


With only one sure entry to dum- 
my, it might seem that the slam 
depends on an even heart hreak. 

Ruff the diamond continuation, 
cash the ace of hearts and ruff a 
heart high. Cash tho ace of trumps 
and return to the table with the 
jack, drawing the last outstanding 
trump. But when West shows out 
on the third round of hearts, you 
must lose a dub — down one. 

Declarer can improve consider- 
ably on this line. Ruff the second 
diamond high, rash the ace and 
king of hearts and ruff a heart high 
to discover the 4-2 division. Now 
lead the three of trumps and, when 
West follows with the four, finesse 
the five! When that holds, ruff 
another heart, enter dummy with 
the jack of trumps and take a sec- 
ond dub discard on a tong heart. 
Making six-odd. 

However, don’t be in too much of 
a hurry to elect to declare — the 
defmse still has a string to its bow. 
When South leads alow trump 
toward the board's J 5, West must 
insert the shaped That forces the 
jack, and declarer does not have 
another low trump with which to 
reach dummy's five. No mnmw how 
declarer twists and turns, the 
defenders must get a club far down 
one. 

Let’s hope that all who chose to 
defend did so for the right reason ' 


PRICED TO SELL 

PC notebook, Penttem 120 MHz with MMX. 1.2 GB HD, 16X CD- 
ROM. 

Touch pad, full multimedia, AC adaptor (100-240 v), Nimh battery 
and a lot more. 

Hewtet Packard photo smart digital camera, 2 MB memory card, 
[mage editing. 

Video camera, GE with remote control, AC adaptor (100-240 v) 
battery, battery charger. 

Tel.: 715767, Telefax: 714202 


Annual Rent-JD6 ? 000-Annual Rent 

For this spacious, compietly furnished 3- 
bedroom apartment. Located in west Amman, 
near foreign embassies. With telephone and 
parking spot. 

If interested — for complete details — 
please call owner at 674286 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) 
of Jordan announces that it has released a Call for 
Tenders for two national public access mobile radio 
service (TRUNKING) licences. 

Following consultation with the industry, the TRC issued 
the Call for Tenders dated October 18, 1997 (TRC Call 
1997-1), which sets out the process that the TRC will 
follow in awarding the new licence. The process consists 
of two phases. During the first phase, a special tender 
evaluation committee will review the technical aspects of 
the submissions from all applicants. Those applicants 
who successfully pass this phase will participate in the 
second phase, in which their sealed financial proposals 
will be opened at a meeting of all qualifying applicants. 
Parties interested in applying for the public access 
mobile radio service (TRUNKING) licences may obtain 
a copy of the Call foF Tenders from the TRC upon 
payment of JD2.500 before November 18, 1997. The 
deadline for the submission of applications is January 
25. 1998. 

For a copy of TRC Call 1997-1, or for further 
Information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Tel. (962) 6-862020 - Fax (962) 6-863641 




JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
Social Productivity Programme 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Jordan is inviting 
interested individuals to submit applications for the position of Director of the 
Project implementation Unit (PIU) of the Training and Employment Support 
Project, which is a sub-component of the Jordanian Government’s Social 
Productivity Programme (SPP). The SPP, formally announced in April of this year, 
is a multi-year initiative which is intended to (1) lift all Jordanians above the poverty 
line, (2) raise the living conditions of the poor through universal access to good 
public infrastructure and services, and (3) alleviate the situation of unemployment 
among the poor. 

The Training and Employment Support Project will be implemented over a 
three-year period by the PIU housed in the Ministry of Labour (MoL). The PIU will 
manage the project on a day-to-day basis. It will establish contracts with public and 
private agents throughout Jordan who will assist employers in identifying their 
training needs (occupational needs analysis), match the unemployed with jobs to be 
filled (labour market intermediation), and channel employers’ requests for use of the 
Training Fund to the PIU. The PIU will approve qualifying applications and disburse 
funds to employers. It will maintain project accounts, ensure that they- are audited 
annually, and report on progress quarterly to the Minister of Labour. As such, the 
Director should be a Jordanian citizen and a mid-career professional with significant 
managerial, social science, and business expertise, and have thorough knowledge 
of both the Government of Jordan and the business community. 

Specific responsibilities of the position include the following: 

• To manage and coordinate all implementation aspects of the project on a 
day-to-day basis. 

• To prepare annual work programmes and budgets. 

9 To monitor all project activities, including evaluation of all proposals, 
procurement of goods, selection of consultants, awarding of contracts and 
disbursement of funds. 

• To manage PIU staff and ensure their proper training and readiness. 

• To mobilize additional resources (if needed) to meet the technical assistance 
needs of the PIU. 

• To liaise with all parties and stakeholders involved in the implementation of (he 
project, local or foreign. 

• To ensure the effective transfer of skills to counterpart ministries and agencies. 

• To submit quarterly progress reports to the Minister of Labour. 

'• To act as a secretary to the Training Fund Executive Committee of the projecl. 

• To cany out other related tasks as may reasonably be requested by the Minister 
of Labour. 

Qualifications and Experience Required: 

• A graduate degree in management (human resources), business administration, 
economics, or other related social disciplines. 

• Detailed knowledge of labour market and employment issues, as well as 
technical and vocational education. 

• Minimum of ten years experience including in management and implementation 
of multi-agency technical assistance programmes and substantial experience in 
the private sector. 

• Strong organizational, managerial and analytical skills. 

• Complete fluency in Arabic and English with experience in report preparation 
and writing, and proven leadership, interpersonal, and team-building skills. 

Ali applications should be received in the UNDP office no later than 28 October, 
1997 in an envelope marked Social Productivity Programme. Short-listed candidates 
will be expected to take a written test and appear before an interview panel. 

UNDP, P.O. Box 35286, Amman 11180, Jordan 
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Relatives arrive in S. Arabia 
to visit jailed British nurses 


Castro leads massive funeral for 
Che Guevara with rebel’s slogan: 
‘Hasta La Victoria Siempre ’ 



Legendary leftist guerrilla Ernesto Che Guevara's 
remains are carried by an honour guard into a special- 
ly built mausoleum in central Santa Clara, Friday 
(Reuters photo) 

ting the road, touring Latin 


RIYADH (AFP) 
Relatives of two British 
nurses being held in jail in 
Saudi Arabia on murder 
charges have arrived in the 
kingdom to visit the 
women. the British 
embassy here announced 
Saturday. 

’The families arrived last 
night, they will stay three 
days. They will visit them 
Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday" at Dammam 
prison in eastern Saudi 
Arabia, embassy 

spokesman Alex Brown 
told Agence France Presse. 

Deborah Parry, 38. of 
Alton. Hampshire, and 
Lucille McLauchlan, 31. 
from Dundee. Scotland, are 
accused of murdering 
Yvonne Gilford at the King 
Fahd Medical Centre in 
Dhahran, where all three 
women worked, in 
December. 

Parry, who has yet to be 
formally convicted, faced 
execution until Gilford's 
brother Frank agreed to 
waive the right to demand 


NEW YORK (API — 
Reversing a long-held 
position, some American 
relatives of Pan Am Flight 
103 victims are now will- 
ing to have two Libyans 
accused of bombing the 
jetliner tried in the 
Netherlands or another 
neutral country. 

The move is aimed at 
forcing Libyan President 
Muammar Qadhafi to act 
on his pledge to turn over 
the pair for trial anywhere 
outside the U.S., where he 
insists they could not 
receive a fair trial. 

“We're calling Qadhafi’s 


the death penalty last week 
in return for SI. 2 million 
compensation. 

McLauchlan has been 
convicted of being an 
accessory to the murder of 
Gilford, and has been sen- 
tenced by a Saudi court to 
eighr years in jail and 500 
lashes, although the verdict 
is currently being appealed. 

Saudi Arabia's ambas- 
sador in London Ghazi 
Algosaibi said earlier this 
week that the two nurses 
may now only face five 
years in jail. 

“According to ihe Saudi 
legal system, when the next 
of kin pardons, as he did, 
the court will apply the 
lesser sentence of jail, usu- 
ally not exceeding five 
years," Mr. Algosaibi said 
in a statement. 

Since the pair were arrest- 
ed in December. 
McLauchlan’s mother .Ann 
and Parry's sister and 
brother-in-law Sandra and 
Jonathan Ashbee have visit- 
ed them regularly in jail. 

Mr. Brown said a British 


bluff," said Bert 
Ammerman, a school prin- 
cipal in River Vale. New 
Jersey, who was an early 
and vocal advocate for vic- 
tims of the Dec. 21. 1988, 
crash over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. A bomb explod- 
ed in the jet's cargo hold, 
killing 259 people on 
board and 11 on the 
ground. 

“We’re also asking the 
president to show some 
backbone, to bring this 
matter to a resolution" by 
agreeing to the trial in a 
neutral country, Mr. 
Ammerman said. 


diplomat would accompany 
the family members on vis- 
its, and that the nurses 
would also see their lawyer 
on Monday. 

He added that when a 
British diplomat visited 
them last week "they were 
doing well." 

“They must have heard 
the good news on the 
radio," Mr. Brown added, 
referring to Frank Gilford’s 
decision to accept the com- 
pensation after months of 
haggling. 

Under the Islamic laws 
observed in Saudi Arabia, 
the Gilford family has the 
right to spare Parry's life if 
she is convicted of murder 
in return for “diya," or 
blood money. 

The nurses both deny 
murdering 55-year-old 
Gilford on Dec. 12 last 
year, and retracted confes- 
sions they said were made 
under sexual and physical 
abuse. Yvonne Gilford was 
found stabbed 13 times, 
battered and suffocated. 


Not all crash victim rela- 
tives agreed with Mr. 
Ammerman. 

Susan Cohen, of Cape 
May Courthouse. New 
Jersey, sharply disputed 
his claim that an interna- 
tional trial has broad sup- 
port among American rela- 
tives. 

T am outraged,” she 
said. “For anyone to sug- 
gest that we're calling 
Qadhafi’s bluff by giving 
him what he wants is total- 
ly outrageous — it's doing 
his work for him." said 
Ms. Cohen. 


SANTA CLARA (AFP) — 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
joined tens of thousands of 
Cubans here Friday for the 
final burial of his former com- 
rade-in-arms, rebel icon 
Ernesto “Che'’ Guevara. 

Applause greeted President 
Castro. 71, when he appeared 
in the city’s square to deliver a 
20-mimjte eulogy before 

Guevara’s bones were 

entombed in a mausoleum 
featuring the Cuban, African 
and Bolivian jungle vegetation 
in which Che fought and ulti- 
mately died some 30 years 
ago. 

“Transformed into a symbol 
for the poor around the world, 
Che is engaging in and win- 
ning more battles than ever” 
Mr. Castro said in a prepared 
statement 

Appearing thin and clad in 
his trademark olive-green 
fatigues with matching cap, 
the Cuban Communist Party 
chief saluted “the real com- 
munist” that was Guevara. 
“For him nothing was impos- 
sible,’’ he told the crowd wav- 
ing Cuban flags and portraits 
of their hero. “How could die 
imperialists believe that by 
trilling Che, the fighter would 
cease to exist?" 

Guevara’s revolutionary 
plans were realistic, and “had 
he been able to carry them out, 
the wodd today would be dif- 
ferent," Mr. Castro said as he 
stood below a seven-metre 
bronze statue of die fallen 
rebel. 

“Hasta la victoria siempre’' 
(onwards toward victory 
always), Mr. Castro said ai the 
close of his speech, choosing 
to use Guevara’s trademark 
slogan instead of the official 
“my nation or death, socialism 
or death." 

Guevara, who was executed 


by the Bolivian army at age 
39, was buried shortly after 10 
ajTL Immediately afterwards, 
factory whistles, civil defence 
alarms and truck and car horns 
sounded throughout the 
island. 

At the same time, die mili- 
tary fired a 21-cannon salute 
from the Cabana Fortress at 
the entrance to Havana's har- 
bour. Another cannon salute 
was fired in Santiago de Cuba 
at the far end of the island, 
some 1,000 kilometres east of 
thecapitaL 

A military parade Jed by 
General Harry Villegas and 
Colonel Leonardo Tamayo 
Nunez, both veterans of the 
revolution, followed the 
salutes. 

Santa Clara was “liberated” 
by Guevara in 1958 in one of 
his more famous attacks that 
led to the ouster of dictator 
Fulgencio Batista on January 
1. 1959. It is considered die 
fallen hero’s adoptive city. 

Far days before the ceremo- 
ny, hundreds of thousands of 
Cubans filed into the former 
governor's palace to view the 
seven varnished wooden cas- 
kets co ntaining the remains of 
Guevara and six of his fallen 
comrades. 

The remains of Guevara and 
the others were exhumed from 
an unmarked grave in Bolivia 
earlier this year and brought to 
Havana July 12, ahead of the 
30th anniversary celebrations. 

The cortege that took them 
here from Havana Tuesday 
followed the same 300-kilo- 
metre path that the victorious 
Guevara took in December of 
1958 as revolutionary forces 
pursued Barista's troops. 

From a well-bom childhood 
pained by asthma, Che trained 
as a doctor and worked as an 
allergy researcher before hit- 


America by motorbike, work- 
ing with lepers and then 
becoming outraged by for- 
eign-owned industries he saw 
as grossly exploitative. He 
eventually linked up with a 
young man named Fidel 
Castro in 1950s Mexico. 

Guevara went on to lead 
Cuba's agrarian reform and 
serve in other top posts here 
before beading off to try to 


foster revolution abroad. 

The 15 0-square- metre mau- 
soleum complex that is the 
peripatetic icon’s final resting 
place is filled with jungle veg- 
etation kept fresh by a special 
sprinkling system. Located in 
Ernesto “Che" Guevara 
Revolution Square, it includes 
a museum with personal 
belongings of the fallen hero. 
It is topped with the bronze 
statue of Che, rifle in hand. 


Pan Am relatives willing to have 
Libyans tried in neutral court 


P 
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The First 


Motorola, the company that brought 
you the first cellular phone in the 
world, now brings you the ultimate 
in portability. 

StorTAG” - the first truly wear- 
able cellular telephone chat gives you 
virtually unlim ited talktime, thanks 
to the swap and talk battery feature, 
is available in a range of packages to 
suit your needs. 

Ir also gives you advanced 
features such as full fax 
and data capability. 

Vibracall™ and a quick 
access key making it 
simple to use. 


StorTAG" 





What you never thought possible C 
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Security forces 
surround tribe 
holding Briton 
hostage in Yemen 


SANAA (AFP) — 
Yemeni security forces 
deployed in force 
Saturday around a 
remote hideaway where 
tribesmen are holding a 
Briton and two Yemenis 
hostage, in a bid to pres- 
sure the gunmen into 
surrendering. police 
said. 

“Around 120 police- 
men armed with auto- 
matic rifles have been 
deployed since Friday . 
evening in the region 
where the Bani Dabian 
tribe is bolding the 
hostages," a- security 
official told- Agence 
France Presse. 

“The government is 
trying to put pressure on 
the kidnappers ... to 
obtain the safe release of 
the hostages as quickly 
as possible," he added. 

The three were cap- 
tured near Zamar, some 
55 kilometres south of 
the capital Sanaa, on 
Wednesday by armed 
men from the Rashed Al 
Tam clan of the:;Bani 
Dabian tribe, and - Taken - 
to a mountain: bolt-hole 
in the region. 

The . British hostage is 
believed ter be a consul- 
tant working for a 
Japanese aid agency 
known as Japan 
International in Yemen, 
according to David 
Pearce, foe charge d’af- 
faires at the British 
embassy. 

The other two hostages 
are ibought to be his dri- 
ver and his interpreter. 

A tribal official said 
the governor of Sanaa. 
Sheikh Naji Al Sufi, was 
involved in a dialogue 
with “the leaders of 
neighbouring tribes of 
the Bani Dabian to try to 
reach a compromise.” 

Mr. Pearce said no 
direct contact had been 
made with the British 


hostage. 

But he added: “The 
ministry of interior told 
us this morning he was 
in good hands and good 
health and being looked 
after. The ministry said 
they hoped he would be 
released soon.” 

“It; seems to be the 
tribesmen want electrici- 
ty and water. It is not a 
political kidnapping,” 
said Mr. Pearce. 

Yemeni tribesmen, 
who.tontrol vast areas of 
the country's rural inte- 
rior. frequently kidnap 
foreign tourists to use as 
bargaining chips to try to 
make financial demands 
on the government. 

A 1 tribal official told 
AFP the kidnappers 
wanted financial aid for 
the Bani Dabian tribe 
and were also demand- 
ing that the government 
complete electricity and 
water projects in the 
region. 

Since 1993. around 
1 OOjfbreigners have been 
kidnapped in Yemen but 
all have ' been freed 
unharmed. 

On. Thursday, four 
French tourists, all over 
the age of 50, were freed 
after being kidnapped 
and held for a day by 
armed Yemeni tribesmen 
in the north of the coun- 
try. 

Usually the tribes see 
kidnapping as a short cut 
to forcing their way 
through bureaucratic red 
tape to get money, jobs 
or other concessions 
from the government. 

However, the Yemeni 
authorities take a dim- 
mer view, accusing the 
kidnappers of bein° 
urged on by “foreign 
powers” to destabilise 
the country and to scare 
away vital tourism hard 
currency. 



Irish teachers urged 
to drop Tnummy 
and daddy' 


DUBLIN (R) — The 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Ireland has urged teachers 
to drop “mummy and 
daddy“ from their class- 
room* vocabulary to recog- 
nise the growing number of 
one-parent families, the 
Irish Independent newspa- 
per said. Instead, teachers 
should use phrases such as 
"the adults who live in your 
house“ or “the people who 
look after you." the paper 
said. The language was pan 
of the church's new Irish 
religious education pro- 
gramme for four-to five- 
year-olds which was 

launched in Belfast. 

Northern Ireland, on 

Thursday. “Whereas in the 
past a family had a mummy 
and a daddy, now we don't 
say those kind of things.” 
the paper quoted one of the 
organisers of the campaign 
as saying. 

Residents demonstrate 
against ‘neighbour 
from hell’ 

SAINT- HERB LAIN (AFP) 
— Scores of residents 
demonstrated Saturday 
against a woman who. they 
say, has for almost ten 
years terrorised neighbours 
with insults, racist abuse, 
physical aggression and 
trespassing on their proper- 
ty. They say the trouble- 
some neighbour in a 
Nantes suburb in western 
France — the wife of a for- 
mer magistrate — also 
dmnkenly tormented a cou- 
ple about the death of their 
child, started fires, and ran- 
sacked a local hairdresser’s 
salon in the middle of the 
night. Nearly 200 people 
took part in the demonstra- 
tion in the Saint Herblain 
street where the woman 
lives demanding she leave 
the area, and a campaign 
entitled “Halt the neigh- 
bour from hell” has won 
the backing of the local 
mayor. 

Chicago girl who 
never went to 
school starts classes 

CHICAGO (R) — A 15- 
year-old girl kept out of 
school except for a few 
days of kindergarten has 
started work in an eighth 
grade classroom trying to 
catch up, officials said. The 
Chicago board of educa- 
tion said the girl, who was 
not identified, would 
receive special help to 
improve on rudimentary 
reading and math skills. 
Her case came to light after 
anonymous calls to a truan- 
cy hot line by a woman 
who turned out to be the 
girl’s mother. Education 
officials said the mother 
had apparently only recent- 
ly become aware of a city 
regulation under which 
parents can be jailed for 
permitting truancy or keep- 
ing a child out of school. 
They said the child rarely 
left her home and spent 
much of her time learning 
about the world by watch- 
ing television. 

Monkeys, pangolins, 
weasels take 
bus in Vietnam 

HANOI (R) — A local bus 
packed with dozens of 
long-tailed monkeys and 
other jungle animals was 
stopped by officials on its 
way from central Vietnam 
to the border with China, a 
forestry patrol officer said. 
Altogether 79 monkeys, 
nine pangolins and 16 
weasels were discovered in 
a random check and later 
released into the forest the 
official said, confirming a 
report in a local newspaper- 
The report said a 25 -year- 
old woman had been 
accompanying the animals 
but did not say what hap- 
pened to her. Smugglers 
earn huge sums sneaking 
bears, weasel-like pekans* 
squirrels and lizards into 
China, where the animals 
bones and intestines are 
often used in tradition" 
medicine. 


